Looking  back 


SOUTHERN  BAFTOT  HiSTOPlCAL 


zocno 
>000 
w  ►-ecu 

I  H  I 
<OID 

r3333 

rzz 

mm 

33  G3 

n> 

mm 


Journal  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


s  Merritts  leave  mark  on  Europe 


been  organized,  including  eight  congrega-  up  in  Macedonia  and  Petal.  Elizabeth  was 
tions  in  Eastern  European  capitals  such  as  born  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  but  grew  up  in 
Moscow  and  Budapest,  Hungary.  As  soon  Chicora  in  Wayne  County.  The  two  met  at 
as  it  became  possible,  Merritt  nad  begun  to  a  youth  revival  John  helped  lead  in  Clara; 
rally  support  for  starting  English  language  Elizabeth  came  with  a  cousin.  "When  I  first 
churches  in  Eastern  Europe.  saw  him,  he  was  leading  the  music.  I  didn  t 

"One  of  the  things  that  paved  the  way  like  him  one  bit,"  Elizabeth  recalls, 
for  our  planting  churches  in  Eastern  John  graduated  from  Clarke  Memorial 
Europe  was  the  relationship  we  built  with  College  before  heading  to  New  Orleans 
Baptist  people  there  in  the  tough  tipnes,"  Seminary.  He  later  earned  a  degree  from 
Merritt  said.  Before  communism  fell,  the  the  University  of  Southern  ‘ 

EBC  had  contributed  almost  $250,000  in  During  his  second  year  in  seminar 
assistance  to  Eastern  European  Baptists  heard  the  late  Baker  James  Cauthen 

_  .  ,  .1  •*  .1  1  j  i*  . i  n  in  i.il.  _1 _ l  i.l~ ^  . 

with  no  strings  attached  during  the  preced-  c 
ing  10  years.  eign  missions. 

"We  gave  it  just  because  of  our  love  and  "C..  C — ... 
concern,  he  said.  The  EBC  had  good  cooper-  men  carrying 
ation  from  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  (Fh 
and  the  national  Baptist  unions/he  noted 
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Mississippi, 
seminary  ne 
'  i,  head 

of  the  FMB,  talk  about  the  challenge  of  for- 

“"Dr.  Cauthen  said  suppose  you  saw  six 
men  carrying  a  heavy  log  and  five  men 
were  on  one  end  and  one  man  was  on  the 
otheiy  If  you  wanted  to  help,  which  end 
would you  go  to?  He  used  to  say  that  in  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  there  were 
more  than  25,000  ordained  Southern 
Europe.  It  is  the  only  time  an  Baptist  pastors.  And  in  all  of  the  rest  of  the 

1  - J  world  tnere  were  less  than  1,000.  If  God 

loves  all  the  world  and  wants  the  world  to 
be  saved  and  if  he  has  called  you  to  preach, 
where  do  you  think  he's  calling  you  to  go? 
That  first  got  my  attention  to  foreign  mis¬ 
sions,"  John  said. 

They  were  appointed  foreign  missionar¬ 
ies  in  1964.  They  first  served  an  English- 
speaking  Baptist  .church  in  Milan,  Italy. 
While  there  they  helped  start  three  Italian 
Baptist  churches.  This  past  summer  one  of 
the  churches,  Castorate  Primo  Baptist 
Church,  invited  the  Merritts  back  to  speak. 

When  Merritt  became  general  secretary 
of  the  EBC  in  1972,  the  convention  had  just 
t  some  point  1  saw  the  need  to  37  churches.  That  number  has  almost  dou- 
y  because  1  could  get  onlv  to  a  bled  under  his  leadership, 
with  a  person."  The  EBC  has  named  its  long-range 

>und  up  returning  to  college  endowment  fund  in  their  honor.  Already 
degree  in  sociology  from  the  the  fund  has  more  than  $500,000. 
f  Southern  Mississippi.  Later  Eventually,  interest  from  the  fund  will  be 
master's  degree  in  counseling  used  to  endow  the  starting  of  new  English- 
from  the  European  branch  of  Ball  State  speaking  Baptist  churches  across  Europe 
University  in  Muncie,  Ind.  Her  new  skills  When  the  Merritts  are  peacefully 
helped  her  in  her  missionary  partnership  retired  back  in  Mississippi,  their  long-held 
with  her  husband.  '  dream  of  starting  new  churches  will  still 

John  is  a  native  of  Mississippi  and  grew  be  going  strong. 


BJL/V.U  l\il  1L.  VVI  - - - -  J  -  ,  . 

across  Europe.  These  In  1991  Merritt  was  elected  president  of 
nearly  two  and  a  half  the  European  Baptist  Federation,  the 
decades  have  included  umbrella  organization  for  national  Baptist 
Cold  War  years  in  which  unions  across  Europe.  It  is  the  only  time  an 
most  English-language  American  missionary  has  been  so  honored, 
churches  were  composed  Elizabeth  Merritt  is  quick  to  point  out 
of  American  military  that,  while  her  main  assignment  has  been 
personnel  put  in  Europe  to  support  her  husband,  I  have  had  my 
to  fend  off  an  attack  identity."  She  has  chaired  EBC  committees, 
which  never  came.  led  pastor's  wives  retreats  and  served  on 

The  fall  of  commu-  the  missions  committee.  For  the  past  five 
nism  in  1989  meant  many  years  she  has  led  women's  work  in  the  EBC 
of  those  soldiers  and  their  and  even  edited  the  convention's  newslet- 
families  went  back  to  the  ter  for  a  while. 

United  States  —  and  But  her  interest  in  counseling  has  given 
more  than  a  dozen  EBC  her  a  virtual  second  career.  "When  work- 
churches  closed  for  lack  ing  with  John  and  serving  the  churches,  I 
of  members.  *  had  the  opportunity  to  talk  with  many 

emphasis  to  reaching 
international  citizens  for 
whom  English  is  an 
important  language.  Amid  dozens  of  other 
native  languages,  English  continues  to  be 
the  continent's  most  popular  second  lan¬ 
guage  because  of  its  heavy  use  in  business, 
industry,  and  education.  Every  European 
city  of  any  size  has  a  population  of  English 
speakers  —  making  English-speaking 
Baptist  churches  a  viable  proposition. 

More  than  a  dozen  new  churches  have 


The  Merritts 


What's  in  the 
Record 

Big  Black  casifio  opposed 


FamilyNet  flying  high 

The  only  Christian  organization  licensed  to  own  and  oper¬ 
ate  a  Direct  Broadcast  Satellite  (DBS)  will  soon  add  FamilyNet 
from  the  Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television  Commission 
(RTVC)  to  its  50-channel  lineup.  Dominion  Video  Satellite,  Inc. 


of  Naples,  Fla.  will  utilize  their  "Sky  Angel"  satellite  to  begin 
broadcasting  the  24-hour  FamilyNet  programming  on  Dec.  10. 
RTVC  president  Jack  Johnson  said.  Recent  developments  in 
telecommunications  policy  have  made  it  possible  to  begin 
plans  for  worldwide  evangelism  via  DBS.  During  these  last 
days,  die  preaching  of  die  gospel  is  going  to  depend  a  great 
deal  on  modem  technology.  Viewers  can  receive  Sky  Angel  s 
digital  programming  for  life  after  paying  a  one-time  $195  fee. 
Viewers  will  need  a  DISH  Network-brand  18-inch  satellite 
dish  and  receiver  hardware;  other  DBS  receivers  are  not  com¬ 
patible  with  Sky  Angel.  Specially-priced  DISH  Network  hard¬ 
ware  packages  are  available,  however.  For  more  information, 
lap*  *1,  Dominion  Foundation,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  75329, 
21275-5329. 


Reaching  the  unchurched 


Bill  Hardy  Jr.,  minister  of  education  at  First  Church,  Columbus, 
is  elected  chairman  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Brotherhood 
Commission's  board  of  trustees  during  the  board's  semi-annual 
board  meeting  in  Olive  Branch. 


Braswells  tack  on  field 


M.  Theron  Rankin,  president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Board,  commends  Baptists  in  Mississippi  and  across  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  for  the  $3.5  million  post-war  China 
relief  campaign,  which  he  says  will  advance  Baptist  work  in  China 
by  at  least  50  years. 


Missionary  dies  in  church 


Baltimore, 


Christians  often  victims  of  'friendly  fire 


Another  season  of  American  political 
campaigns  has  passed,  to  the  relief  of  an 
exhausted  electorate. 

Analysts  paid  to  talk  about  politics  ad 
nauseam  have  complained  about  the 
"coarsening"  of  the  political  process  in  this 
country'  —  as  if  American  politics  was  ever 
anything  but  coarse. 

In  the  midst  of  the  coarse  talk  and  even 
coarser  conduct,  one  of  the  big  topics  of 
this  campaign  among  the  television  talking 
heads  was,  once  again,  religious 
injecting  religious  ideas  into  races  for 
important  government  offices.. 
Religious 

themselves  in  secular  polit 
to  unnerve  non 

and  political  types,  who  have  an 
elitist  tendency  to  talk  down  to  the 
rest  of  us  anyway. 

Thev  proceed,  virtually  without 
fail,  to  conjure  frightful 
an  Avatollah  leading  his  blind, 
mindless  followers  to  take  over  the 
government  and  plunge  America 
back  into  the  Dark  Ages. 

Nothinj 
the  truth 
someone 


Christians  should  offer  themselves  as 
candidates,  and  Christians  should  support 
Christian  candidates. 

Christians  should  pray  for  the  candi¬ 
dates,  and  we  should  continue  to  pray  for 
and  respect  our  leaders  when  they  are  cho¬ 
sen  (Hen.  3:7, 17).  We  are  to  be  Christlike  in 
our  all  dealings  with  other  people,  includ¬ 
ing  politicians. 

There  is  a  disturbing  minority  of 
Christians,  however,  who  apparently  feel 
people  free  to  employ  worldly  political  techniques 
to  achieve  success  in  the  campaign  process. 
There  was  at  least  one  Mississippi 
people  involving  Baptist  church  leader  who  injected  himself 
tics  seems  in  a  most  partisan  manner  into  a  congres- 
religious  media  sional  election,  in  a  district  in  whicn  he 
does  not  reside. 

This  church  leader  wrote  two  scathing  let¬ 
ters  —  the  first  on  church  letterhead  —  and 
mailed  them  to  Southern  Baptists  who  do 
visions  of  reside  in  this  particular  congressional  district. 

In  the  letters,  he  called  into  question  the 
Christian  service  and  ethics  of  a  Southern 
Baptist  candidate.  He  used  vague  language 
w  ana  incomplete  documents  to  impugn  the 

;  could  be  farther  from  candidate's  integrity, 
ut  it's  hard  to  argue  with  All  in  all,  it  was  ugly, 

who  buvs  ink  by  the  barrel  Non-Christians  don't  understand  what 

or  electricity  by  the  megawatt.  we're  all  about,  but  they  get  a  strong 

Christians  should  not  be  intimi-  impression  of  Christians  based  on  how  we 
dated.  There  is  a  place  for  us,  and  it's  conduct  ourselves  in  our  relationships  with 
important  that  we  are  part  of  the  others, 
process  that  leads  to  good  government.  They  don't  see  us  in  church;  they  see  us 
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in  the  marketplace. 

Even  if  the  church  leader's  allegations 
prove  to  be  true,  our  corporate  Christian 
witness  has  been  harmed  by  the  manner  in 
which  he  chose  to  bring  the  charges  (Matt. 
18:15). 

The  next  time  you  hear  the  television 
talking  heads  shooting  down  Christians, 
keep  in  mind  that  we  often  supply  them 
with  the  ammunition. 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Your  Christian  witness,  the 
outward  reflection  of  an  inward 
cleansing,  is  something  you  carry 
about  with  you  every  moment. 
What  is  your  outward  reflection? 
Want  to  test  yourself  and  see? 

Are  you  a  spiritual  snob? 
Do  you  truly  involve  yourself 
in  other's  lives  (not  just  your 
circle  of  friends  or  those  "who 
can  benefit  you)?  Are  you  a 
friend  to  the  friendless?  Are 
you  aware  of  other's  needs?  Do 
vou  do  all  that  you  can  do  to 
help  meet  those  needs? 

Are  you  a  prayer  warrior  or  a 
gossip  monger?  Do  you  share 
praver  requests  with  God  or 
with  every  Tom,  Denise,  and 
Harriet  you  can  find?  Do  you 
sincerely  fast  and  pray  for  your 
loved  ones,  neighbors,  and 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters? 
Do  you  spend  as  much  as  five 
minutes  a  dav  in  praver  for  each 
of  vour  children'  If  you  aren't 
praying  for  your  own  children, 
who  do  vou  think  will? 
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SBC  reports  increase  in 
CP  gifts  for  October  '96 

NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP) —  October  1995. 

Southern  Baptist  Convention  The  first  month  of  the  SBC  fis 
(SBC)  Cooperative  Program  cal  year,  1996-97,  saw  th< 
(CP)  gifts  for  the  month  of  Cooperative  Program  Allocatioi 
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$20,616,410,  which  is  Cooperative  Program  gifts 
$1,271,902  (6.58%)  more  than  help  fund  such  activities  as  the 
the  amount  given  in  the  first  Bible  Drill  clinics  in 
10  months  of  1995.  Another  November.  More  Mississippi 
Mississippi  CP  record  will  be  Baptist  children  and  youth 
established  if  giving  continues  participate  in  Bible  Drills  than 
at  the  current  pace.  any  other  state  in  the  Southern 

Pro  rata  giving  is  also  ahead  Baptist  Convention. 
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Convention  highlights  to  be  broadcast  in  Nov. 


Highlights  of  the  161st  annual  the  weeks  of  November  17-30. 
session  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  "In  Christ..."  was  the  theme  o 
Convention  (MBC)  will  be  the  convention,  and  is  the  title  o 
shown  on  a  number  of  American  the  58-minute  highlights  video. 
Christian  Television  System  The  video  includes'. 

(ACTS)  stations  and  other  church  ♦  an  introduction  by  Bil 
cable  television  systems  during  Causey,  executive  director-trea 


surer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB); 

♦  Bible  Treasures  by  Robert 
Hamblin,  professor  at  New 
Orleans  Seminary; 

♦  inspirational  music  by: 

♦  Mississippi  College 
Concert  Chorale; 

♦  Sanctuary  choir.  First 
Church,  McComb; 

♦  Sanctuary  choir,  Em¬ 
manuel  Ch.,  Grenada; 

♦  Mississippi  Singing 
Churchmen; 

♦  One  Voice  and  a  musi¬ 
cal  tribute  to  retired 
pastors,  church  staff, 
and  missionaries; 

♦  "My  Journey  In  Christ" 
testimony  by  retired  minister 
David  McCubbin; 

♦  portions  of  messages 

f> reached  by  Clarence  Cooper 
r.,  MBC  first  vice-president  and 
pastor  of  Emmanuel  Church, 
Grenada;  Jimmy  Porter,  MBC 
president  and  pastor  of  First 
Church,  McComb;  Richard 
Jackson  of  Howard  Payne 
University  in  Brownwood,  Tex.; 
Mildred  McWhorter,  retired 
home  missionary;  and  Causey. 


The  MBCB  Department  of 
Broadcast  Services  (DBS)  pro¬ 
duced  the  video  in  cooperation 
with  First  Church,  Jackson;  First 
Church,  Hattiesburg;  and 
Anderson  Productions,  Jackson. 

Sound  &  Communications 
of  Jackson  provided  sound 
engineers  for  the  convention. 

V/In  Christ...,"  Bible 
Treasures,  and  convention  ser¬ 
mon  videotapes  are  available 
from  DBS  on  1/ 2-inch- VHS,  for 
loan  by  December  16. 

DBS  will  also  loan  3/4-inch 
videotape  or  S-VHS  format 
videotape  to  churches  with 
access  to  a  cable  channel  for 
broadcast. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  DBS  at  (601)  968-3800  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
748-1651. 


lit  Christ 


Rankin  Count) 
cable  channel  2 
Nov.  20, 8  pjn. 
Nov.  25, 7  p.m. 


Greenville 
PC  A  cable  channel  17 
Nov.  18, 7  p.m. 

Nov.  21, 11  a.m. 

Hattiesburg 

Pinebelt  cable  channel  6 
Nov.  18,  9  p.m. 

Nov.  19, 8  p.m. 

Nov.  21, 1  p.m. 

Jackson 

ACTS  of  Jackson,  channel  40 
To  be  announced 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


W07BN  LPTV,  channel  7 
Nov.  20, 6  p.m. 

Calhoun  City 

Vista  Comm.,  cable  channel 
Nov.  21, 7  p.m. 

Dec.  5,  7  p.m. 


Newton 

Cablevision  channel  10 
Nov.  17, 6  p.m. 

Nov.  18, 7  p.m. 

Yazoo  City 

Warner  Amex  channel  10 
Nov.  18,  8  p.m. 

Nov.  20,  8  p.m. 


Cleveland 

ACTS  channel  10 
Nov.  19, 11  .a.m. 
Nov.  24, 4  p.m. 

Grenada 

LPTV  cable  channel  13 
Nov.  20, 6  p.m. 
Nov.  24, 9:30  p.m. 
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Opposition  urged  on  Big  Black  casino  site 

By  William  H,  Perkins  Jr. 
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employment  disruptions.  Assembly,  the  state  Baptist 

♦  the  offer  to  campground  in  Pass  Christian. 
— '  |  build  a  NASCAR  rac-  MGC  also  promised  to  label  the 

I  ing  track  along  with  site  unacceptable  for  casinos. 

I  the  casino  is  a  v'pie  in  Jones  is  urging  concerned 
1  the  sky"  promise  with  Baptists  to  once  again  contact 
1  little  basis  in  fact.  the  gaming  commissioners  and 

J  ♦  Mississippi  is  the  MGC  executive  director,  as 
already  saturated  they  did  for  the  controversial 
f  with  gambling  sites.  Gulfshore  Assembly  site. 
r  Massive  opposition  by  "Approval  of  the  Big  Black 
Mississippi  Baptiste  is  credit-  River  site  would  constitute  bad 
ed  with  forcing  the  withdrawal  public  policy  and  would  be  a 
a  few  years  ago  of  a  proposed  rejection  by  MGC  of  what  is  in 
casino  development  within  the  best  interest  of  our  state," 
walking  distance  of  Gulfshore  Jones  said.  ■* 


Editor 


Mississippi  Baptiste  are  once 
again  being  called  to  action 
over  a  new  gambling  proposal 
that  threatens  the  public  per¬ 
ception  of  where  casinos 
should  be  located,  according  to 
Paul  G.  Jones  II,  executive 
director  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  ; 

Christian  Action  r^'Ol  I 
Commission. 

"On  Friday,  Nov.  yfvN 
15,  the  Missis- 

sippi  Gaming  Vicksburg7* 

Commission  / 

(MGC)  will  hold  a 
hearing  on  whe-  [ 
ther.a  casino  site 
will  be  approvei 
for  the  Big  Bla 
River  at  th 
Flowers  exit  on 
Interstate  20. 

"This  would 

be  the  first  true  WJ  have  been  told  this  type 

move  inland  toward  the  center  of  inland  site  would  not 

of  the  state,  and  would  bring  be  approved, 
one  or  more  casinos  14  miles  ♦  the  Big  Black  River  site  is 
closer  to  the  Jackson  metropoli-  illegal  because  it  is  not  in 
tan  area,"  Jones  said.  Warren  County,  due  to  a  techni- 

Among  the  reasons  cited  by  cality  in  the  description  of  the 
Jones  for  opposing  the  pro-  Warren  County  boundary 
posed  location  along  the  Big  along  the  river. 

Black  River  boundary  between  ♦  an  economic  disaster  in 
Hinds  and  Warren  Counties  are:  Vicksburg  caused  by  tax  and 


Madison 


Jackson  • 

Hinds  i 


Pastors:  beware  seminar 
on  'true  family  values' 


By  Tim  Nicholas  worshipped  by  his  followers  as 

MBCB  Communications  Director  the  messiah. 

Members  of  the  Unification 
Baptist  ministers  are  receiv-  Church  believe  Adam  and 
ing  through  the  mail  a  promo-  Jesus  both  failed  in  God's  plan 
tion  that  appears  to  be  a  sweet  for  the  perfect  family,  according 
deal  until  the  fine  print  is  to  Eunice  Bryant  of  Pittsboro, 
closely  studied.  interfaith  witness  consultant 

The  material  promotes  a  for  the  Southern  Baptist  Home 
free,  three-day  trip  to  Mission  Board. 

Washington,  D.C.,  for  a  seminar  Bryant  said  members  of  the 
entitilea,  "Empowering  Christ-  group  believe  Moon  is  the 
ianity  Through  True  Family  "third  messiah,"  who  succeed- 
Values."  ed  in  fathering  the  perfect 

Topics  to  be  covered  at  the  family, 
seminar  include,  "A  God-  ''It’s  cultic  to  the  core,"  she 
Centered  Marriage,"  "God's  pointed  out. 

Plan  for  Conjugal  Love,"  and  For  more  information  on  the 
"Christ  ana  the  Church:  Unification  Church  and  other 
Lessons  from  Ephesians  5."  cults,  contact  Eunice  or  Hollis 
Included  in  tne  material  is  an  Bryant,  interfaith  witness  con- 
endorsement  from  a  Baptist  sultants,  Evangelism  Depart- 
pastor.  ment,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 

However,  a  notation  on  page  vention  Board,  P.O.  Box  530, 
three  of  the  brochure  reveals  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
that  the  event  is  sponsored  by  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or 
Sun  Myung  Moon,  founder  of  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
the  Unification  Church  who  is  748-1651. 


Claiborne 


Commissioner 
Victor  P.  Smith 


Commissioner  &  Chairman 
Bill  Gresham  Jr.,  Indianoia 
(601)887-2160 
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Churches  track  modern  ability  to  relocate 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


bine  to  put  the  community  into  Each  church  ii 

_  transition.  vision  of  God': 

In  some  areas,  transition  is  ♦  Church 
glacier  slow,  taking  years  to  How  a  chur 
move  through  its  various  stages,  about  makinj 
itinuing  In  areas  of  rapid  population  sions  has  an 
■s  is  the  growth,  a  community  can  go  on  how  it  resj 
om  one  From  being  one  of  the  newest  to  transitic 
manicured  suburbs  to  being  the  forces, 
is  old  as  next  high  crime  neighborhood  ♦  Racism 
hearing  in  less  than  a  generation.  The  singh 

is  home  Transition  is  most  often  most  difficult 
>ut  for  a  thought  about  in  large  urban  factor  in  tran- 
areas.  sition  is  the  ! 

isons  as  However,  the  same  forces  race  issue, 
loseph's  are  at  work  in  smaller  cities  and  Some 
ngs  and  towns.  Even  rural  areas  can  church  mem- 
eir  own  experience  transition.  bers  simply 

A  local  Baptist  church  in  a  are  not  ready 
>m  one  transitional  community  finds  to  embrace  a 
•  is  the  itself  in  a  difficult  situation.  multi-racial 
rbaniza-  Ziegenhals  identifies  six  fac-  fellowship, 
alter  E.  tors  tnat  determine  how  a  Yet,  even 
"Urban  church  faces  transition.  those  who 

♦  Leadership:  Leadership  is  are  ready  ^ 
ew  area  the  single  greatest  predictor  of  a  often  find 
I  home,  church  s  vitality  in  difficult  times,  that  the  5  V 
is.  The  pastor  becomes  the  key  cultural 

at  give  person  as  the  church  seeks  to  find  differ-  Sf' 
munity,  its  way  in  the  sea  of  transition.  encesT 

schools,  ♦  Congregation's^ _ -  self-  make  ^ m 

s.  understanding  and  purpose:  If  t  h  e  |p 

f  build-  a  church  does  not  already  know  actual  '*' * 
les  and  its  mission,  transition  can  force  experi- 
port  the  the  issue  of  defining  mission  e  n  c  e  * 
and  purpose.  p  r  o  b  -  Soune  A 


Many  transitional  churches 
are  in  older  facilities  that  are 
expensive 

|  r,  V+T  ta'n  and 

I  I  1  p»™„.  I  update. 

—  I  1°  ^e 

I midst 

I  transition- 

| a*  commu- 

_  b***—  Monw  I  O  i  t  i  C  S  , 

*  ^  Jchurches 

I  have  to 

rfn3^-lface  wh° 

X-LH  ■  ,1  -I  they  are 

I  r1  I  and  why 

Afljl .  1— J  Noxiihu.  I.i  .  ' 


First  in  a  series 


I  they  exist. 

Robert 
Weber,  the¬ 
ology  profes- 
at 

wheaton 
Zollege  and 
rnthor  of 
The  Church 
n  the  World," 
v rites,  "The 
diurch  car¬ 
ries  the 

responsibility 
of  reading 
the  signs  of 
the  times 
and  of  inter- 
p  r  e  t  i  n  g 
them  in  light 

In  a  transitional  communty 
that  process  can  be  challenging 
but  rewarding. 

Next  week:  Churches  on  the 
move. 


Reaching  the  unchurched  shrouded  in 


by  Carl  M.  White, 

Associate  Editor 


Southern  Baptist  Home  Miss-  with  32%  composed  of  college  First  myth: 

ion  Board  (HMB)  in  Atlanta.  graduates;  ana  almost  always  The  unchurched  are  not 
The  research  report  notes  nave  some  church  experience  in  interested  in  religion, 
that  four  out  of  10  people  are  their  background.  Second  myth: 

not  actively  involved  in  a  local  When  those  in  the  D.C.  sur-  The  unchurched  are  amoral 

congregation.  vey  were  asked  why  they  did  or  immoral. 

The  study  also  indicated  not  attend  church,  the  number  Third  myth: 

that  the  unchurched,  when  one  response  was  "too  busy."  The  unchurched  are  philo- 

compared  to  the  churched.  The  second  most  common  sophically  sophisticated, 
tend  to  be  younger  and  dispro-  response  was  "don't  know." 

portionately  male.  One  in  three  of  the  unchurched  Hunter's  research  indicates 

These  findings  are  in  keeping  surveyed  was  unwilling  or  the  opposite.  The  unchurched 
with  other  national  surveys,  unable  to  provide  a  reason  for  are  very  interested  in  religion. 

- ,  such  as  those  not  attending  church.  While  many  are  moraliy 

the  The  D.C.  survey  also  asked  adrift,  they  are  very  concerned 
;ani-  participants  about  their  percep-  about  many  of  the  same  moral 
and  tion  of  different  religious  issues  as  those  in  the  church. 
ia.  groups.  Rather  than  being  philosoph- 

-1  in  The  good  news  is  half  of  the  ically  sophisticated,  they  tend  to 
iside  respondents  were  neutral  be  more  culturally  programmed. 

of  regarding  most  religious  Moreover,  the  unchurched  are 
Ted  groups,  including  Southern  seeking  meaningful  relation- 
and  Baptists.  ships  and  a  purpose  for  life, 

ated  The  bad  new  is,  among  the  Surveys  like  this  one  conduct- 

ngs.  unchurched.  Southern  Baptists  ed  by  Mount  Vernon  Baptist 
pas-  have  the  highest  percentage  of  Association  of  Annandale,  Vir., 
low  negative  responses  among  and  books  like  those  written  by 
k  Christian  groups.  Strobel  and  Hunter  indicate  that 

i  t  y  Strobel  indicates  there  is  not  a  there  is  a  window  of  opportunity 


Ten  Characteristics  of  Secular  People 

From  " How  to  Reach  Secular  People " 
by  George  C.  Hunter,  III 

1.  Secular  people  are  essentially 


6.  Secular  people  are  untrusting. 

7.  Secular  people  have  low  self¬ 
esteem. 

8.  Secular  people  experience 
forces  in  history  as  "out  of 


That  is  the  conclusion  of  a 
recent  survey  conductecf  ih  the 
Washington,  D.C.  metropolitan 
area  and  reported  by  the 
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Mississippi  missionary  makes  full  recovery 

By  Carl  M.  White 


at  the  hospital  before  3  p.m. 
ministering  to  the  Braswells.  It 
was  about  10  p.m.  before  the 

Boyle  native  Larry  Braswell,  first  Foreign  Mission  Board 
Southern  Baptist  missionary'  to  personnel  arrived,  she  said. 
Brazil,  has  recovered  from  "They  found  that  Brazilian 
injuries  received  in  a  Sept.  18  pastor  on  his  knees  outside  of 
accident  near  his  home  in  Larry's  room  praying,"  Alicia 
Chapeco,  Brazil. 

Doctors  in  Jackson  released 
Braswell  Nov,  4  to  return  to 
work  in  Brazil.  Braswell,  his 
wife  Alicia,  a  Jackson  native, 
and  their  three  children  plan  to 
return  to  Brazil  during  the 
week  of  Nov.  18. 

"Two  weeks  ago  the  doctor 
said  I  could  carry  on  a  normal 
schedule,"  Larry  said. 

He  has  been  speaking  in 
churches  since  then.  Doctors 
told  the  Braswells  that  Larry's 
recovery  has  gone  far  beyond 
what  medically  could  nave 
been  done. 

"We  know  where  it  came 
from,"  Alicia  said. 

Braswell  suffered  serious 
head  injuries  in  the  Sept.  18  traf¬ 
fic  accident.  He  was  alone  on  a 
sparsely  traveled  road  when  he 
collided  with  the  rear  of  a  fully 
loaded  logging  truck. 

A  log  crashed  through  the 
windshield  of  his  Volkswagen 
Jetta  station  wagon,  scalping  him 
along  the  side  of  the  head  and 
severing  a  major  vein  to  his  brain. 

Thus  began  what  the 
Braswells  describe  as  a  series  of 
miracles. 

A  passenger  in  a  nearby  vehi¬ 
cle  was  a  Christian.  When  Larry 
was  carried  to  a  hospital  in  the 
city  of  Lajes,  the  passenger 
called  a  Christian  friend  in  that 
city  of  over  200,000.  The  friend 
called  the  only  Baptist  pastor  in 
the  city,  Alicia  said. 

The  accident  happened 
around  2  p.m.  The  pastor  was 


Associate  Editor 


Jesus  Christ 
requests  the 
honor  of  your 
presence  in 
heaven! 


is  wiped  out,  he 
said. 

Other  than 
that,  Larry  is 
fullv  recovered. 

"We  want  to 
express  our  ap¬ 
preciation  to  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists," 
Larry  said. 

"We  have  been 
overwhelmed  by 
the  love  and  sup¬ 
port  of  the  people 


YOU  CAN  RESPOND  RIGHT 
NOW! 

Simple  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your  own 
words: 


1 .  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need 
you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 


■  of  Mississippi," 
Alicia  added. 

After  the  acci¬ 
dent,  the  Bras¬ 
wells  had  to  leave 
Brazil  so  quickly,  there  was  no 
time  to  gather  clothing. 

"People  have  brought  us 
everything  we  needed,  Larry 
said. 

"I  have  hardly  had  to  cook," 
Alicia  said,  because  of  the 
amount  of  food  brought  by  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  missionary  residence 
of  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson. 

The  Braswells  have  received 
over  300  cards  and  letters,  and 


2.  I  want  to  be  forgiven  for 
my  sin  and  set  free  from 
eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 


Larry  &  Alicia  Braswell 

said.  "He  had  been  there  all 
that  time." 

Alicia  was  told  to  expect  a  six 
to  eight  month  recovery  period. 
Instead,  Larry  has  had  a  full 
recovery  in  less  that  six  weeks. 

Upon  arrival  in  Mississippi, 
the  local  physician  had  a  team  of 
specialists  lined  up,  Alicia  said. 
After  his  first  examination  of 


3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  for¬ 
give  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


Colvin  named  to  Annuity  Board  search 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From 
this  time  on,  I  want  to  live 
in  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 


But  as  many  as  received 
Him,  to  them  H'e  gave  the 
right  to  become  children  of 
God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  His  name 
John  1 :1 2 


BAPTISTRIES  1 

1ROCHURE  HEATERS,  pumps 

TUyTr  FACTORY  DIRECT 

TOLL  FREE  NATIONWIDE 
1-800*15 1-0679 

FIBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3511  HIXSON  PIKE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  37415, 


Colvin 


CHRISTMAS  ORNAMENT 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
lesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri 
tual  guidance. 


MEDICAL  EVANGELISM  TEAM  TO 


ROMANIA  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 

Great  Commission  Ministries,  The 
Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  and  the  Baptists  of 
Romania  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  a 
Medical/Evangelism  team  to  Brasov, 
Romania  on  May  30  -  June  8,  1997. 

The  team  will  conduct  medical  clinics,  personal 
evangelism,  and  Bible  School  daily.  Needed  are 
Physicians,  Dentists,  Pharmacists,  Nurses, 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


Mississippi  ^ag 

Desywf  t  Mr  m  MssissiM*  -  Ofl  Bored 

i:ii*ALGAlATVS^\o-.i!*"««B 


Medical  and  Dental  Assistants,  Bible  School  ' 
Workers,  Clerical  Workers,  Pastors,  and  People 


*  Cushion s  *  Baptistries 
it  Steeples  *  Renovation 
it  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used ) 

Wallace  E.  Foy 


TO  SHARE  THE  GOSPEL  OF  JESUS  CHRIST. 

For  more  information,  contact  Mr.  Gray  Harvey  at 
(601)  542-3217  phone/fax. 

Great  Commission  Ministries,  Inc. 

PO  Box  1 
Liberty,  MS  39645 


(208  Pass  Road  -  Gulfport.  MS  39581 

Call  Toll-Free  1-800-476-1208 

Can  or  Write  for  a  FREE  Brochure 

VfSf  Sorry  No  Cherts 


WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 
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Churches  track  modern  ability  to  relocate 


By  Carl  M.  White 

Associate  Editor 


bine  to  put  the  community  into 
_  transition. 

In  some  areas,  transition  is 
glacier  slow,  taking  years  to 
move  through  its  various  stages, 
itinuing  In  areas  of  rapid  population 
s  is  the  growth,  a  community  can  go 
om  one  from  being  one  of  the  newest  to 
manicured  suburbs  to  being  the  foi 
is  old  as  next  high  crime  neighborhood 
hearing  in  less  than  a  generation.  Tf 

is  home  Transition  is  most  often  mi 
rnt  for  a  thought  about  in  large  urban  fa< 
areas.  sit 

isons  as  However,  the  same  forces  rai 
loseph's  are  at  work  in  smaller  cities  and 
ngs  and  towns.  Even  rural  areas  can 
eir  own  experience  transition. 

A  local  Baptist  church  in  a 
im  one  transitional  community  finds 
■  is  the  itself  in  a  difficult  situation. 

'baniza-  Ziegenhals  identifies  six  fac- 

alter  E.  tors  tnat  determine  how  a 
"Urban  church  faces  transition. 

♦  Leadership:  Leadership  is 
ew  area  the  single  greatest  predictor  of  a 
I  home,  church  s  vitality  in  difficult  times, 
is.  The  pastor  becomes  the  key 

at  give  person  as  the  church  seeks  to  find 
munity,  its  way  in  the  sea  of  transition, 
schools,  ♦  Congregation's  self- 
s.  understanding  and  purpose:  If 

f  build-  a  church  does  not  already  know 
ies  and  its  mission,  transition  can  force 
port  the  the  issue  of  defining  mission 
and  purpose. 

“rything  ♦  Denominational  factors: 

As  peo-  Baptists  understand  that  each 
kind  of  church  is  local  and  autonomous. 

A  Baptist  church  does  not 
dice  —  need  approval  of  an  ecclesiasti¬ 
cs  com-  cal  body  to  react  to  change,  a  dim  financial  picture 


Each  church  interprets  its  own 
vision  of  God's  will. 

♦  Church  polity: 

How  a  church  goes 
about  making  deci-  P 

sions  has  an  impact  r*  } 


Many  transitional  churches 
are  in  older  facilities  that  are 
expensive 

I  to  main- 
1  tain  and 
update. 

In  the 
midst  of 
transition¬ 
al  commu- 
n  i  t  i  e  s  , 
churches 
have  to 
face  who 
they  are 
ana  why 


Okt<bbeha 


Choctaw 


church  mem 
bers  simply 


I  they  exist. 

I  Robert 
I  Weber,  the¬ 
ology  profes- 
1  sor  at 

Wheaton 
College  and 
author  of 
"The  Church 
in  the  World," 
writes,  "The 
church  car¬ 
ries  the 
responsibility 
of  reading 
the  signs  of 
the  times 
and  of  inter- 
p  r  e  t  i  n  g 
them  in  light 
of  the  gospel." 

In  a  transitional  communty 
that  process  can  be  challenging 
but  rewarding. 

Next  week:  Churches  on  the 
move. 
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Reaching  the  unchurched  shrouded  in  myth 


by  Carl  M.  White, 

Associate  Editor 


Ten  Characteristics  of  Secular  People 

•!  From  " How  to  Reach  Secular  People "  - 

by  George  C.  Hunter,  III 

r  people  are  essentially  6.  Secular  people  are  un trusting, 

nt  of  basic  Christianity. 

7.  Secular  people  have  low  self- 

rpeople  are  seeking  life  esteem. 

u6lu\. 

8.  Secular  people  experience 

r  people  are  conscious  of  forces  in  history  as  "out  of 

mar*  than  guilt.  control." 

rpeople  have  a  negative  9.  Secular  Deople  experience 

control." 

r  people  have  multiple 

3om?They  need  to  belong  10.  Secularpeople  cannot  find  "the 

'here.  door."  They  are  lost. 
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Mississippi  missionary  makes  full  recovery 

By  Carl  M.  White 

at  the  hosnital  hefnrp  3  n  m  la  rr\/  fku  rlarfm-  U/-wv^m  J  r  ■  1 . 


at  the  hospital  before  3  p.m. 
ministering  to  the  Braswells.  It 
was  about  10  p.m.  before  the 
first  Foreign  Mission  Board 
personnel  arrived,  she  said. 

"They  found  that  Brazilian 

Eastor  on  his  knees  outside  of 
arry's  room  praying,"  Alicia 


Larry,  the  doctor  began  dis¬ 
missing  the  team,  she  said. 

"It  is  nothing  less  than  a  mir¬ 
acle,"  Alicia  said. 

Larry  has  no  memory  of  the 
accident.  "My  doctor  said  from 
the  time  1  was  hit  until  my 
brain  re-booted  two  weeks  later 

- is  wiped  out,"  he 

said. 

Other  than 
that,  Larry  is 
|  fully  recovered . 

"We  want  to 
express  our  ap- 
fryi,  preciation  to  \lis- 

sissipp  Hapti-t-  " 
Kjj  Larry  said. 
j||||||  "We  have  been 

overwhelmed  b\ 

'  ''  -  W  I  iin^  xllP_ 

Jiff  1  p(>rt  of  t)u,  peop)L, 


dozens  of  E-mail  messages. 

"They  have  come  from  all 
over  the  world,"  Larry  said. 

"People  we  have  never  even 
met  or  heard  of  have  sent  us 
cards  and  money,"  Larry  said. 

"Jhese  have  been  from  sub¬ 
stantial  gifts  to  an  envelope 
with  five  one-dollar  bills  in  it 
from  a  WMU  circle,"  he  added. 

"We  got  a  letter  from  a 
church  that  said  thev  had  quit 

E  raying  for  missionaries," 
arrv  said,  "but  when  thev  saw 
the  article  in  "The  Baptist 
Record"  about  the  accident, 
they  had  prayer  for  us. 

"As?a  result  thev  are  prating 
as  a  church  for  missionaries 
around  the  world  again,"  he  said. 

"We  have  received  messages 
from  Brazilians  and  mission  per¬ 
sonnel  in  Brazil.  They  say  the 
people  in  the  area  (where  we 
lived)  know  what  has  happened. 

"They  are  going  to  want  to 
know  why  we  have  returned 
after  such  an  injury  when  we 
could  have  stayed  in  the  states. 
We  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
say  why  we  have  come  back, 
and  bear  a  witness. 

"This  is  something  God  has 
-done,"  Larry  said. 

After  Nov.  18,  the  Braswells 
can  be  contacted  on  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  in  Brazil  at  Caixa 
Postal  61:  89802-970  Chapeco, 
S.C.:  Brazil. 
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Boyle  native  Larry  Braswell, 

Southern  Baptist  missionary  to 
Brazil,  has  recovered  from 
injuries  received  in  a  Sept.  18 
accident  near  his  home  in 
Chapeco,  Brazil. 

Doctors  in  Jackson  released 
Braswell  Nov.  4  to  return  to 
work  in  Brazil.  Braswell,  his 
wife  Alicia,  a  Jackson  native, 
and  their  three  children  plan  to 
return  to  Brazil  during  the 
week  of  Nov.  18. 

"Two  weeks  ago  the  doctor 
said  I  could  carry  on  a  normal 
schedule,"  Larry  said. 

He  has  been  speaking  in 
churches  since  then.  Doctors 
told  the  Braswells  that  Larry's 
recovery  has  gone  far  beyond 
what  medically  could  nave 
been  done. 

"We  know  where  it  came 
from,"  Alicia  said. 

Braswell  suffered  serious  Larry  &  Alicia  Braswell 
head  injuries  in  the  Sept.  18  traf¬ 
fic  accident.  He  was  alone  on  a 
sparsely  traveled  road  when  he 
collided  with  the  rear  of  a  fully 
loaded  logging  truck. 

A  log  crashed  through  the 
windshield  of  his  Volkswagen 
Jetta  station  wagon,  scalping  him 
along  the  side  of  the  head  and 
severing  a  major  vein  to  his  brain. 

Thus  began  what  the 
Braswells  describe  as  a  series  of 
miracles. 

A  passenger  in  a  nearby  vehi¬ 
cle  was  a  Christian.  When  Larry 
was  carried  to  a  hospital  in  the 
city  of  Lajes,  the- passenger 
called  a  Christian  friend  in  mat 
city  of  over  200,000.  The  friend 
called  the  only  Baptist  pastor  in 
the  city,  Alicia  said. 

The  accident  happened 
around  2  p.m.  The  pastor  was 


Jesus  Christ 
requests  the 
honor  of  your 
presence  in 
heaven! 


YOU  CAN  RESPOND  RIGHT 
NOW! 

Simple  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in  your  own 
words: 


1 .  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need 
you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 


■  of  Mississippi," 
Alicia  added. 

After  the  acci¬ 
dent,  the  Bras¬ 
wells  had  to  leave 
Brazil  so  quickly,  there  was  no 
time  to  gather  clothing. 

"People  have  brought  us 
everything  we  needed,  Larry 
said. 

"I  have  hardly  had  to  cook," 
Alicia  said,  because  of  the 
amount  of  food  brought  by  peo¬ 
ple  to  the  missionary  residence 


I  want  to  be  forgiven  for 
my  sin  and  set  free  from 
eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 


3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  for¬ 
give  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 


Colvin  named  to  Annuity  Board  search 


4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From 
this  time  on,  I  want  to  live 
in.  a  loving  relationship 
with  Him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  T.  Jack 
Colvin  of  Jackson  has  been 
named  to  a  presidential  search 
committee  to  find  the  next  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Annuitv  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

Paul  W.  Powell,  president 
since  March  1,  1990,  will  turn 


65  in  December  1998  and  has 
told  board  trustees  he  expects 
to  retire  when  he  is  65. 

By  tradition,  but  under  no 
bylaw  requirement,  Annuity 
Board  officers  retire  at  the  annu¬ 
al  board  meeting  in  February7 
following  their  65th  birthdav. 

Richard  C.  Scott,  chairman 
of  the  board,  named  J.  Rav 
Taylor  of  Texas  as  chairman  of 
an  eight-member  committee  to 
conduct  a  nationwide  search, 
with  no  set  date  for  reporting. 

Scott  announced  the  commit¬ 
tee  appointments  at  the  Nov.  3-5 


regular  meet¬ 
ing  in  Dallas 
of  the  Annuity 
Board. 

Scott 
emphasized 
naming  the 
search 


But  as  many  as  received 
Him,  to  them  He  gave  the 
right  to  become  children  of 
God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  His  name 
John  1 :1  2 


com- 1 
mittee  at  this  I 
time  is  part  of  I 
an  ongoing 
process  to  en¬ 
sure  orderly  succession  of  both 
Powell  and  chief  operating  offi¬ 
cer  W.  Gordon  Hobgood  Jr., 
who  will  be  65  in  August  1997. 

Colvin  is  currently  serving 
as  an  Annuity7  Board  trustee. 

'"The  onlv  deadline  to  be 
included  in  the  committee's  first 
report  is  a  date  by  which  names 
and  biographicals  should  be 
submitted,"  Scott  said. 

"The  search  committee  will 
have  total  independence,  all  the 
time  and  resources  thev  need, 
and  just  one  mandate:  find  the 
best  chief  executive  officer  in 
Southern  Baptist  life  for  this 
job,"  he  said. 
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CHRISTMAS  ORNAMENT 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
lesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri 
tual  guidance. 


MEDICAL  EVANGELISM  TEAM  TO 
ROMANIA  NEEDS  VOLUNTEERS 

Great  Commission  Ministries,  The 
Foreign  Mission  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention,  and  the  Baptists  of 
Romania  invite  you  to  be  a  part  of  a 
Medical/Evangelism  team  to  Brasov, 
Romania  on  May  30  -  June  8,  1997. 

The  team  will  conduct  medical  clinics,  personal 
evangelism,  and  Bible  School  daily.  Needed  are 
Physicians,  Dentists,  Pharmacists,  Nurses, 
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Medical  and  Dental  Assistants,  Bible  School 
Workers,  Clerical  Workers,  Pastors,  and  People 
to  share  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

For  more  information,  contact  Mr.  Gray  Harvey  at 
(601)  542-3217  phone/fax. 

Great  Commission  Ministries,  Inc. 

PO  Box  1 
Liberty,  MS  39645 
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Kelley  becomes  eighth  NOBTS  president 

'  • _ _ _ : _ Mirth}  Ann  Powell  O 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  The 
inaugural  service  for  Charles  S. 
Kelley  Jr.  as  he  officially 
became  the  eighth  president  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary 


Charles  S.  Kelley  |r.  (right) 
addresses  the  attendees  at  his 
Oct.  29  inauguration  as  the 
eighth  president  of  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary.  On  the  podium 
with  Kelley  were  (from  left)  Ken 
Hemphill,  president  of  South¬ 
western  Seminary  in  Ft.  Worth; 
Al  Mohler,  president  of  South¬ 
ern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky.( 
and  Paige  Patterson,  president 
of  Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest,  N.C.  (Special 
photo) 


(NOBTS)  on  Tuesday  morning, 
Oct.  29,  more  than  anything 
else  was  a  time  of  worship. 

"We  have  come  into  his 
house  and  are  gathered  in  his 


name  to  worship  Christ  the 
Lord,"  said  C.  Ferris  Jordan  as 
he  welcomed  representatives 
from  fellow  academic  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  Association  of 
Theological  Schools  and 
Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools,  seminary 
trustees,  executives  from 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
agencies,*- Kelley  family  mem¬ 
bers  and  local'  dignitaries,  as 
well  as  the  faculty,  staff,  and 
students  of  New  Orleans 
Seminary  and  others. 

"...  this  is  a  time  when  we 
reaffirm  our  commitment  to  ... 
the  Lord  of  this  school,  and 
when  we  acknowledge  Dr. 
Kelley  as  the  servant  leader 
who  is  serving  under  the  lord- 
ship  of  Jesus  Christ,"  said 
Jordan,  chairmart  of  the  inau¬ 
gural  committee  and  professor 
of  adult  education  at  NOBTS 
since  1978.  He  also  occupies  the 
J.  M.  Frost  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board  Chair  of  Christian 
Education. 


The  invocation  was  given  by 
the  father  of  the  president, 
Charles  S.  Kelley  Sr.  of 
Beaumont,  Texas,  who  has  been 
acquainted  with  the  seminary 
since  its  days  as  the  Baptist  Bible 
Institute  in  blew  Orleans’  Garden 
District  in  the  early  1900s. 

He  has  been  on  the  semi¬ 
nary's  foundation  board  for 
many  years. 

Scriptural  challenges  were 
presented  to  Kelley  by  each  of 
the  five  other  SBC  seminary 
presidents,  first  led  by  Paige 
Patterson,  president  of 
Southeastern  Seminary  who 
also  serves  this  year  as  chair¬ 
man  of  both  the  council  of 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  seminary  presidents  and 
the  SBC  Inter-Agency  Council. 

"Although  some  might  call 
us  institutions  in  competition,' 
Patterson  said, "the -truth  of  the 
matter  is  that  we  are  institu¬ 
tions  deeply  committed  to  one 
another  and  to  the  success  of 
each  of  the  other." 


Martha  Ann  Powell  of 
Liberty  (Miss.),  president  of  the 
seminary's  foundation  board, 
read  the  dedication  Scripture, 
Matthew  28:18-20,  known  as  the 
Great  Commission,  and 
Matthew  22:37-40,  known  as  the 
Great  Commandments. 

Kelley's  mission  statement 
for  New  Orleans  Seminary  is 
for  the  school  "to  equip  leaders 
to  fulfill  the  Great  Commission 
and  the  Great  Commandments 
through  the  local  church  and  its 
ministries." 

Kelley  said,  "It  is  time  to  get 
to  the  task.  ...  We  will  judge  the 
health  of  our  seminary  by  the 
health  of  the  churches  our 
graduates  lead." 

In  reference  to  his  repeated 
call  for  revival  across  the  coun¬ 
try,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
and  at  the  seminary,  Kelley 
said,  "I  believe  there  is  an 
awakening  left  before  Christ 
returns.  ...  I  believe  if  we  hold 
up  the  candle,  God  will  strike 
the  match." 


iqual  funding  for  NAMB 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Brotherhood  Commission 
trustees  heard  a  call  for  ade¬ 
quate  funding  support  for  the 
new  North  American  Mission 
Board  (NAMB)  and  praise  for 
the  faithfulness  of  a  staff  in  the 
midst  of  transition  at  their  Oct. 
25-26  meeting. 

"I  hope  that  NAMB's 
birthright  is  that  it  has  been 
'birthed  right,'"  said  James  D. 


Williams,  Brotherhood  Com¬ 
mission  president. 

"This  new  flagship  agency 
will  need  not  only  our  prayer 
support,  but  also  financial 
support. 

"At  the  next  meeting  of  the 
SBC  Executive  Committee 
meeting  in  February,  critical 
decisions  will  be  made  regard¬ 
ing  the  budget  support  of  those 
entities  that  are  named  as  a  part 


Falwell  denies  joining  SBC 
despite  $1,000  contribution 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (ABP)  — 
Jerry  Falwell  says  he  has  not 
joined  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  even  thougn  a 
recent  contribution  from  his 
church  to  a  new  SBC-related 
state  convention  in  Virginia 

Sualifies  him  for  Southern 
aptist  Convention  (SBC) 
membership. 

The  fundamentalist  pastor  of 
Thomas  Road  Church  in 
Lynchburg,  Va.,  told  his  congre¬ 
gation  Oct.  30  he  is  only  a 
Baptist"  in  the  South"  and  has 
not  abandoned  his  independent 
stance,  reported  the  "Roanoke 
Times  and  World  News.'  He 
will,  however,  maintain  close 
ties  with  Southern  Baptists,  a 
spokesman  said. 

Thomas  Road  Church  sent  a 
$1,000  contribution  Sept.  25  to 
the  Southern  Baptist 
Conservatives  of  Virginia, 
which  broke  away  from  the  173- 
year-old  Baptist  General 
Association  of  Virginia  this  fall, 
charging  it  with  liberalism  and 
lack  of  loyaltv  to  the  national 
convention.  The  SBCV  for¬ 
wards  50%  of  its  undesignated 
receipts  to  the  national  conven¬ 
tion. 

Asked  about  the  affiliation, 
Baptist  Record - — - 


Falwell  responded  in  an  Oct.  24 
statement  that  he  and  his 
church  were  taking  "our  per¬ 
manent  stand  with  the  national 
and  Virginia  Bible-believing 
conservatives  who  have  res¬ 
cued  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  from  theological 
liberalism."  He  stressed,  how¬ 
ever,  the  church  would  not  end 
its  "support  to  our  missionaries 
who  are  affiliated  with  many 
different  fellowships  and  faith 
mission  boards." 

Falwell  spokesman  Mark 
DeMoss  told  the  "Religious 
Herald"  Oct.  31,  "It  was  not  the 
church's  intention  to  join  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  ... 
but  rather  to  show  support  for 
Southern  Baptist  conservatives 
in  Virginia.  ...  His  [Falwell's] 
intentions  were  to  provide 
financial  and  moral  support  to 
conservative  Southern  Baptists 
in  the  state  and  in  a  tangible 
way  through  a  monthly  contri¬ 
bution." 

"The  Thomas  Road  Baptist 
Church  and  I  are  very  sensitive 
to  anyone  thinking  we  may 
have  abandoned  our  indepen¬ 
dent  groups,"  the  Roanoke 
paper  quoted  Falwell  as  saying. 
^We  have  not." 


of  the  new  structure  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
as  outlined  for  us  in  the 
'Covenant  for  a  New  Century,'" 
Williams  said. 

Williams  told  trustees  he 
supports  a  Cooperative 
Program  budget  allocation  of 
50%  for  what  will  become  the 
International  Mission  Board, 
25%  for  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  and  the  remain¬ 
ing  25%  "spread  among  the 
seminaries  and  other  agencies." 

"Why  do  I  say  this?" 
Williams  asked.  "We  Southern 
Baptists  are  a  missions  people. 

"We  first  came  together  in 
1845  for  the  purpose  of  propa¬ 
gating  the  gospel.  Missions 
support  should  receive  priority 
in  the  budget. 

"Some  are  suggesting  that 


NAMB's  Cooperative  Program 
allocation  be  cut  back  to  the 
current  Home  Mission  Board 
level  of  19.56%. 

At  a  minimum,  Williams 
added,  the  new  NAMB  should 
receive  24.2%,  the  percentage 
now  allocated  to  the  three  enti¬ 
ties  (Home  Mission  Board 
(HMB),  Brotherhood,  and  the 
Radio  and  Television 
Commission  (RTVC)  that  will 
make  up  the  new  agency. 

"I'd  like  to  see  that  rounded 
out  to  25 %,"  he  said.  "You  say 
that's  just  about  1%.  Well,  1%  of 
$140  million  is  $1.4  million  ... 
so,  even  1%  is  significant." 

The  Brotherhood 

Commission  is  scheduled  to 
merge  with  the  HMB  and  RTVC 
by  next  June,  forming  NAMB, 
to  be  based  in  Alpharetta,  Ga. 


Religious  educators 

Officers  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  Educators 
Association  are,  (from  the  left)  Mose  Dangerfield,  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB),  1st  vice  president;  Cortez 
Hutchinson,  First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  secretary/treasurer;  Linda 
Reeves,  MBCB,  2nd  vice  president;  Jeff  Ingram,  Highland  Church, 
Vicksburg,  president;  Steve  Hurt,  Calvery  Church,  Tupelo,  presi¬ 
dent  elect,  (photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 
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Call  for  preschool  workers 
issued  for  Dec.  8  FMB 
missionary  appt.  service 


Jackson-area  churches  planning  to  dismiss  Sunday  evening 
services  Dec.  8  to  attend  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  appoint¬ 
ment  service  at  First  Church,  Jackson,  are  urged  to  send  their 
preschool  workers  normally  scheduled  for  that  Sunday 
evening  to  First  Church  to  help  with  the  anticipated  large 
overflow  of  children. 

"First  Baptist  preschool  will  be  open  and  ready  to  receive 
preschoolers,  birth  through  (age)  three.  Four-  and  five-year 
olds  will  go  into  the  service.  If  you  do  not  provide  at  your 
church  for  preschool  care,  please  notify  First  Church  of  an 
approximate  number  you  expect  to  come. 

"We  also  welcome  your  preschool  teachers  to  assist  with 
the  preschoolers,"  said  Sarah  Harrell,  First  Church  preschool 
minister. 

For  more  information  and  to  volunteer  workers,  contact 
Harrell  at  (601)  949-1912,  or  Shelly  Poynor  at  (601)  949-1904. 


Bivo  breakfast 


Attending  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Bivocational  Ministers 
Fellowship  breakfast  during  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
were  (from  left)  Matt  Buckles,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  pastoral  ministries  consultant;  Horace  Ross,  Ridgeland, 
new  president  of  the  bivocational  fellowship  and  leader  of 
Campers  on  Mission;  Dale  Holloway,  Florence,  Southern  Baptist 
Home  Mission  Board  bivocational  consultant;  Fred  Tarpley,  Old 
Rice  Road  Church,  Madison,  immediate  past  president  of  the 
bivocational  fellowship.  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 


Missionary 
speaker  dies 
in  midst  of 
church  visit 


LET'S  WAKE  UP 


without  a  doubt  we  have  not 
heard  even  the  beginning  of 
what  has  happened  to  so  many 
good  people.  Most  people  who 
go  to  those  boats  never  intend 
to  even  gamble  and  get  sucked 
in  over  their  heads.  Its  a  sucker 
game.  It's  a  disease. 

I  just  wonder  if  Gaylon's 
pastor  ever  preached  con- 
experienced  (since  legalized  demning  this  horrible  thing 
gambling).  our  own  state  government 

Those  were  sad  stories,  and  brought  down  on  us.  That  high 

price  will  continue  to  worsen 
as  time  goes  by.  We  most  likely 
have  not  seen  the  tip  of  the  ice¬ 
berg  yet. 

It  could  be  that  the  pastors  in 
this  part  of  the  state  and  those 
near  the  Gulf  Coast  venture  to 
see  for  themselves  how 


they  would  have  to  close  up 


shop.  The  legislators  who  voted 
to  allow  this  damnable  menace 
should  bow  their  heads  in 
shame.  They  too  will  have  to 
answer  for  such  a  vile  act.  They 
should  be  recalled  and  never  be 
allowed  to  hold  any  kind  of 
public  office  again. 

The  preachers  who  preach 
"tickle  the  ears"  sermons  will 


Editor: 

"High  price  exacted  for  din¬ 
ner  invitation"  (Oct  24  issue) 
prompted  me  to  write  this.  I 
nave  talked  to  some  of  the 
people  in  Vicksburg  about 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


EASLEY,  S.C.  (BP)  —  Irene 
Lawson,  a  Foreign  Mission 
Board  missionary  to  Italy,  died 
Oct.  30  while  presenting  a 
on 
1 1  | 


would  think  that  the  words 
Hell  and  sin  are  just  myths. 

ot  their  members  are  regular  Someone  said  that  the  fire 
customers.  It  just  could  be  they 
just  might  see  one  of  their  dea¬ 
cons  or  a  Sunday  School 
teacher  having  a  ball,  or  crying 
about  losing  their  shirt.  I  am 
not  judging. 

I'm  tola  that  if  the  church 

stayed  away  for  a  month  that  _  .  .  ~ 

Gaylon...  and  the 


Publish  Your  Book 

75-year  tradition  of  quality.  Subsidy 
book  publisher  offers  publishing  services 
of  all  types.  For  Author's  Guide  write  or 
call  Dorrance-JRL,  643  Smithfield, 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15222  or  1-800-695-9599 


with  the  fire  in  the  cook  stove  at 
the  church.  We  cannot  blame 
the  preachers  for  all  of  it.  We 
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said  Lawson, 

54,  probably 
died  of  a 

cerebral  aneurysm,  according 
to  her  son,  Marion  Lawson,  a 
member  of  the  church. 

He  was  among  the  600  to 
700  people  attending  the 
church's  Wednesday  night 
prayer  meeting,  where  his 
mother  and  father,  Ken  Lawson, 
were  featured  speakers. 

The  Lawsons,  who  lead  an 
international  Baptist  church  in 
Rome,  were  on  furlough  in 
Easley,  her  hometown. 


hired  them  to  make  us  feel 
comfortable. 

Wake  up  out  of  our  sleep.  We 


m^ny 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Call  Henry  Headden 
Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-615-371-6180 


Atlanta.  Orlando.  Philadelphia.  Baltimore.  Buffalo. 
New  Orleans.  Branson.  Denver.  Tampa.  Chicago 
for  summer  missions.  We  provide  meals,  lodg¬ 
ing.  assignment.  For  info,  costs,  contact  Youth 
on  Mission.  Bx  2095.  Rocky  Mt.  NC.  27802 
(800)  299-0385 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 
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Nwv'VvVlission  Board 

of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 


Join  fellow  Southern  Baptists 
as  they  are  appointed  to  carry 
the  gospel  light  into  a  dark 
world. 


First  Baptist  Church 

Jackson,  Mississippi 
December  8  *  6:30  p.m 
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Names  in  the  News 


\m 


Antioch  Church,  Holmes 
Assoc  iution,  honored  Daisy 
Malone  on  Sept.  14  for  25 
years  of  service  as  sec  retary- 
treasurer.  A  dinner  was  held  in 
her  honor  where  she  was  pre¬ 
sented  a  silver  tray  and  gift  cer¬ 
tificate.  She  continues  to  serve 
Antioc  h  Church  as  a  primary 
age  Sunday  Sc  hool  teacher. 
Pictured  from  left  are  Malone; 
granddaughter  Danielle 
Kellum;  her  husband  "Red"; 
and  Riley  Ainsworth,  pastor. 


Jay  Arthur  Turner,  74,  a 

native  and  resident  of 
Leakesville,  died  Nov.  3. 

Funeral  services 
were  held  Nov.  6. 
Turner,  a  member  of 
the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention 
Board,  was  on  the 
Pastoral  Church 
Building  Aid 

Committee.  He  is 
survived  by  his 
wife  Martin  S. 
(Marty)  Turner  and 
one  brother  John 
Parham  Turner, 
both  of  Leakesville. 

-  '  1  ;  3 

Meredith  Beal,  daughter  of 
Donna  Beal  and  the  late 
Edward  Beal,  received  her  sec¬ 
ond  year  wreath  and  third  and 
fourth  year  bars  for  perfect 
attendance  in  Sunday  School  at 
Woolmarket  Church,  Biloxi. 

Richard  J.  Shropshire,  for¬ 
merly  pastor  of  Brodie  Road 
Church,  —  DTberviJle,  has 
opened  offices’  fo'r  Christian 
counseling  for  adults,  youth, 
and  children  in  crisis.  For  more 
information,  call  (601 )  392-2608, 
or  write  to  The  Barnabas 
Center,  Inc.,  342  Dianne  Dr., 
D'Iberville,  MS  39532. 


Bethel  Church,  Water 
Valley,  honored  its  pastor  and 
his  wife,  lames  and  Shirley 

Edwards,  (above)  with  a  sur¬ 
prise  two  year  anniversary  ser¬ 
vice  and  dinner  on  Oct.  20. 
Also  honored  was  Steve 
Frederick,  (below)  music  min¬ 
ister  at  Bethel  Church,  with  a 
surprise  live1  year  anniversary 
service  and  dinner  on  |ul\  28. 
Frederic  k  is  pictured  with  his 
wife  Be\  erly,  son  Steven,  and 
daughter  Anna  Beth. 


On  January  1-4,  1997, 
thousands  of  college  students 
from  across  the  nation  will 
gather  together  in  Austin  TX, 
to  magnify  Jesus  and  capture, 
a  vision  for  spiritual  awakening 
in  this  generation' 
V.'here  are  you  going  to  be? 


For  more  information  call 

1-888-796-3729 

or.  look  us  up  on  the  Web  at 

http://www.PassionNow.org 
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on  Sept.  29  for  his  first  anniver¬ 
sary  as  pastor  of  Woolmarket 
Church,  Biloxi.  He  was  present¬ 
ed  a  certificate  of  appreciation 
and  a  love  offering.  Dinner  on 
the  grounds  was  held  following 
the  morning  worship  service. 


Chuck  Hazelwood  and 
Ronnie  Jones  were  ordained  as 
deacons  on  Sept.  29  at  Grace 
Church,  Philadelphia.  Pictured 
from  left  are  Hazelwood,  Jones, 
and  Dennis  Duvall,  pastor. 


Antioch  Church,  Holmes  Association,  licensed  Billy  "Mac"  Abies 
Jr.  to  the  ministry  on  Oct.  1 3.  He  is  currently  serving  as  youth  direc¬ 
tor  at  Antioch  Church.  A  student  at  Holmes  Community  College, 
Abies  is  available  to  serve  as  pulpit  supply  where  needed.  He  can 
be  reached  at  (601)  834-2239.  Pictured  are  Abies;  his  parents  Billy 
Mac  and  Sandra  Abies;  and  Riley  Ainsworth,  pastor. 


Staff  Changes 


James  Allen  Hall,  a  1996 

graduate  of  Delta  State 
diversity  (DSU),  has  been 
called  as  youth  minister  at  Parks 
Church,  Drew,  and  Calvary 
Chapel,  Parchman.  Hall,  also 
employed  at  the  Sound  Center  in 
Cleveland,  will  serve  bivocation- 
ally  on  the  staff  of  these  two 
churches  that  share  their  staff 
and  most  ministries  in  a  coopera¬ 
tive  way.  He  will  continue  to  be  a 
part  of  Renaissance,  DSU  musical 
group,  while  he  takes  additional 
graduate  courses. 

Orchard  Church,  Mobile, 
Ala.,  has  called  Danny  Langley 

as  minister  of  music  and  youth. 
Langlev  previously  served  at 
Temple  and  Franklin  churches  in 
Pascagoula.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  Mobile. 


Raymond  Parkin,  pastor  of 
Crestview  Church,  Petal,  for  25 

years,  has  announced  his  retire¬ 
ment  and  resignation,  effective 
Oct.  1.  He  was  honored  with  a 
special  recognition  service  on  Oct. 
6.  The  morning  speaker  was 
George  Berger,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Lebanon  Association.  A 
luncheon  followed  the  service 
and  an  afternoon  service  of  praise 
and  singing  followed  with  Bobby 
Shurden,  pastor  of  Pineview 
Church,  Hattiesburg,  in  charge. 
Parkin  received  a  Biole,  a  watch, 
and  a  love  offering.  His  wife 
Wanda  received  a  quilt  from  the 
ladies  of  the  church.  A  native  of 
Birmingham,  Parkin  attended 
Clarke  College,  Samford 
University,  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  Other  churches  pas¬ 
tured  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi 


included  Carmel  in  Meridian. 
Parkin  is  available  for  a  bivoca- 
tional  pastorate,  interim  pas¬ 
torates,  supply,  and  revivals.  His 
address  is  336  Garden  Lane,  Petal, 
MS  39465,  or  call  (601)  544-1503. 

Faithview  Church,  Jackson, 
has  called  Nicki  Bums  as  minis¬ 
ter  of  youth,  effective  Sept.  22.  A 
native  of  Jackson,  Burns  is  a 
senior  at  Mississippi  College. 
Her  previous  place  of  sendee  was 
Parkway  Church,  Clinton. 
Wilbur  Irw  in  is  pastor. 


W.  KESSLER  LTD. 

PRESENTS 

THE  BROADWAY  NATIONAL  TOUR 


Davis 

Neal  Davis,  pastor  of  Jericho 
Church,  Baldwyn,  and  his  fami¬ 
ly  were  honored  with  a  recep¬ 
tion  during  Pastor  Appreciation 
Month.  Yhe  Davises  have 
served  at  Jericho  Church  for  five 
years.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Sara  Beth  and  Callie.  Pictured 
with  Davis  is  his  wife  Shirlene. 

Paul  Crowley  was  honored 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  50  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  adver¬ 
tising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No 
blind  ads. 


PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and 
church  groups  From  $59.95  per  day/  lim¬ 
ited  tree  miles.'  7-  to  1 5-seat.  Occasionally 
for  sale  quality  used  vans.  Auto  A  Truck 
Rental:  lackson  (601)  948-5391.  Since 
1965. 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL  ministers 
and  music  directors:  Supplement  your, 
church  income.  Earn  $500-51,000  per  week 
with  American  Protective.  Leads  furnished, 
no  overnight  travel  or  cash  investment  —  We 
train  you.  Call  (601 )  582-9000  tor  confiden¬ 
tial  interview. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  N  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples  &  stained  glass  MS  A  ALA.  I- 
800-830-0583. 

BIBLIOCIPHER  NOW  available  in 
booklet.  $2  including  vh.  Order  from 
-Charlie  Marx.  277  Daisy  Ave„ 
Hattiesburg,  MS  39402. 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games' 
Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  Outdoors. 
(601 1  '22-9000. 

CHOIR  ROBES  iS  accessories  pulpit/judi¬ 
cial  robes  paraments.  MURPHY 
ROBES Mac’s  Robes  Charles  McGlocklin, 
Authorized  Dealer  Statewide  1-81X1-898- 
M\CS 

CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows  tor 
churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks, 
I ik.  I -(300-605-2970;  Columbus.  MS. 

BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR.  Porcelain 
or  fiberglass.  No  job  loo  large  or  small. 


Statewide  serv  ice.  No  mileage  charge.  K&K 
Bathtub  Repair,  1526  Gardner  Blvd., 
Columbus.  MS  39702;  1-800-349-2882. 
HILARIOUS  COMEDY,  Rated  G"  for  Gods 
People  "LIVE  FROM  LAUREL-Fortv  Minutes 
of  Laughter,’  Audio  Cass,  bv  Arlis  Nichols, 
1142  C  R.  375,  Enterprise,  MS  39330  S6.00 
Total.  For  Banquet  Information  call  1601) 
659-W91. 

FOR  SALE:  44  cushioned  pews  in  excellent 
condition  First  Baptist  North  Mobile  334'  679- 
32«>6. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  Manufactured 

in  our  plant.  For  free  estimate  contact- 
-Emmons  Brothers.  P.0.  Bov  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone  (601)  693- 
44  Vi. 

RETIRED?  PL4MNING  RETIREMENT?  Insufficient 
income?  Need  second  income?  Men.  women. 
For  remedy  call  1-800-708-6237. 

THOMAS  ORGAN  AND  STOOL:  Band 

Ixiv-chimes,  duel  keyboard,  and  accompani¬ 
ment  option.  S600.00.  Call  601-845-1947. 
GOSPEL  PIANO  CASSETTES!  Instrumental 
favorites!  Perker  uppers!  Proven  enjoyment  while 
toweling  housedeaning  quilting  babysitting, 
hunting,  rooking,  milking  the  cows!  This  ain’t 
funeral  music.  Free  brochure.  Send  self- 
addressed  stamped  envelope:  lacks  Campbell, 
11  Clifford  Road  Natchez,  MS  39120. 
PARKWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH  is  interested -in 
purchasing  puppets  'Contact  (lavid  Hatfield. 
Parkway  Baptist  Church  bOI -842-7843. 


LIVE  ON  STAGE 
MON.  &  TUES.,  DEC.  16&17 
7:30  P.M. 

THAUA  MARA  HALL 
(Jackson  Municipal  Auditorium) 

BOX  OFFICE  OPEN  MON. -FBI..  9  5 
PRICES:  SI 8.00  -  $20.00  -  $27.50 
$32.50 -$35.00 -$37.50 
GROUP  DISCOUNTS  AVAILABLE 

CHARGE  TICKETS  BY  PHONE  960-1535 

AFTEfl  HOURS  AND  WEEKENDS  981-1847 
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Revival  Dates 


Revival  Results 


Happy  100th  Birthday...  \ 

Orphanage  filled  with  love  and  support 

R.z  HitdI  ur  — -  -L  A 


By  Hazel  K.  McClintock 

Former  Orphanage  resident 


Former  B'hood 
Director  dies 
at  age  84 

.  .  L  Retired 
Ik  1  Mississippi 
^  J  iBrotherhood 
I  Director  Elmer 
pUHt  I  Howell,  84,  died 
I  Oct.  28 


In  1  c>25  m\  two  brothers,  *  ■ 

Melvin  and  Benson,  and  I  were  V4JE'  1  '  V?’  *  1 

admitted  to  what  was  then  B  j£  :  ^  >  ~  tL' 

known  as  The  Baptist  pM  .  : 

Orphanage  in  Jackson.  :  f  J  'I,.?1  s PaNE*  ; 

Our  father  had  died.  My  Bl  ”  ’  *At  '  ■ 

^pg 

It  was  very  difficult  for  a  B  S|p 

while  because  all  put 

in  different  dormitories  and  SV 

onlv  saw  each  other  at  meal-  |1£MmP9H| 

time.  E89HB9HHH  BV:  . '  if 

As  we  grew  older,  we  real-  ■»;{ 

i/ed  how  fortunate  we  were  to  M.  O 

ha\  e  nice  place  to  liv  e,  plentv  jMggnHe|j|jg»U^H  life  V;i 
ot  food,  and  someone  to  line 
and  care  for 

When  we  were  old  enough  George  and  Hazel  McClintock 

to  assume  duties,  we  were  »• 

given  work  to  do.  1  worked  in  My  brothers  worked  on  the 
the  kitchen  and  laundry.  farm  (we  grew  a  lot  of  oui 

Can  you  believe  I  made  bis-  food)  and  in  the  dairy 
cuits  for  250  children  every  We  had  a  good  Christian 
morning?  background  and  were  taueht  a 


Funeral 
services  were  con¬ 
ducted  on  Oct.  30 
at  Magee's  Creek 
Church  near  Tyler- 
town  with  intern¬ 
ment  in  the  church 
cemetery.  Juston 
Morgan,  pastor,  conducted  the 
services. 

Howell  began  his  work  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  (MBCB)  on 
Feb.  1,  1958,  and  retired  Jan. 
31,  1977.  Two  of  those  years 
he  served  as  the  Royal 
Ambassador  consultant.  The 
next  1 7  years  he  served  as  the 
director  of  the  Brotherhood 
Department. 

“Elmer  had  a  heart  for 
men's  work.  He  instituted 
men's  retreats  by  having  two 
and  sometimes  three  per  year. 
He  began  man  and  boy  rallies 
by  bringing  boys  and  men 
together  in  six  rallies  per  year," 
said  Paul  Harrell,  director  of 
the  Brotherhood  Department, 
MBCB. 

"Elmer  had  a  heart  for  mis¬ 
sions.  In  1962  he  led  23  men 
in  Mississippi  Baptists'  first 
mission  project  to  Denver, 
Colo.  He  instituted  an  annual 
conference  for  families  on 
Saturday  called  World 
Missions  Conference,"  he  said. 

"Elmer  had  a  heart  for  min¬ 
istry.  He  joined  the  efforts  of  the 
Pioneer  Missions  Committee  to 
send  suits  to  pastors  in 
Montana.  That  effort  began  the 
Brotherhood  Suit  Project 
Ministry  that  now  relates  to 
seven  New  Work  states.  Today 
that  project  has  distributed 
3,818  suits,"  he  said. 

"Because  of  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  involve  men  in  mis¬ 
sions,  Brotherhood  enrollment 
continued  to  increase  each 
year  during  his  19  years  of 
leadership,"  added  Harrell. 

Howell  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Eunice;  two  grandsons, 
Bob  and  Tom  Lowery;  and 
brother,  Hugh  Howell. 


Howell 


In  honor  of  the  centenniel  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Children's  Village,  the  state's 
Baptist  churches  are  being 
asked  to  prayerfully  consider 
supporting  the  Village  for  one 
day  in  1997  —  a  cost  cf  $7,500. 
For  more  information  or  to 
request  a  pledge  card,  contact 
Chrustelle  Thames,  Village 
public  relations  director,  at 
(601)  922-2242. 


Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
Missionary  Appointment  Service 


First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 
6:30  p.m.,  December  8, 1996 


New  Hope  (Oktibbeha) 


Calvary,  Corinth:  Nov.  17- 
20;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.;  each 
evening  at'7;  Rodney  Bowling, 
Meridianville,  Ala.,  evangelist; 
Eddie  Wilhite,  Tupelo,  music; 
Warren  H.  Jones,  pastor. 

Bay  Vista,  Biloxi:  Nov.  17-20; 
Sunday,  8:30  a.m.,  11  a.m.,  6:30 
p.m.,  and  7:30  p.m.  fellowship; 
Mon. -Wed.,  6:30  p.m.;  James 
Messer,  Theodore,  Ala.,  evange¬ 
list;  Gordon  Alford,  Vancleave, 
music;  pre-revival  Brotherhood 
breakfast,  Nov.  16,  Frank  Gunn, 
speaker;  Jerry  N.  Watts,  pastor. 


Nov.  15-17;  Fri.  and  Sat.,  7  p.m. 
Sundav,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m. 
Carroll  Roberson,  guest  speak 
er;  Bob  Brandon,  pastor. 


At  Beeson, 

we  teach  the  Bible 


Raymond  (Metro):  Oct.  20- 
23;  Jerry  Swimmer,  luka,  evan¬ 
gelist;  Billy  Causey,  Raymond, 
music;  12  professions  of  faith, 
eight  by  letter;  Tommy  A 
Jarrett,  pastor 

"Seek  and  Ye  Shall  Find" 

The  best  opportunty  I've  found  in 
50  years  to  earn  money  and  enjoy 
my  work.  Perhaps  you  can  also. 
Let's  talk  about  it. 

Call  Free:  1-800-708-6237 


with  passion 


and  purpose 


Kenneth  Mathews  and  Frank  Thielman  are  dedicated  scholars 
whose  commentaries,  translations,  books  and  articles  are 
making  a  difference  in  the  world  of  biblical  scholarship. 

At  Samford  University’s  Beeson  Divinity  School,  they  use 
their  gifts  in  the  service  of  the  church  as  they  equip  a  new 
generation  of  Christian  leaders  "to  rightly  divide  the  Word 
of  Truth.”  (2  Tim.  2:15) 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 


From  the  world's 
largest  manufacturer  of 
fiberglass  church  products 

•  Steeples  Call  or  write  for 

•  Baptistries  out  free  catalog 

•  Lighted  Wall  Crosses  f-«00-»M«» 

,  •  Baptistry  Heaters  .S'"*'"'1  ** 

^  PO  Bo*  1340 

7  Jf  1  Herxfrnon.  TX  75651 


Beeson  offers  M.Div.,  M.T.S.  and  D.Min.  degree  programs.  For  more  information 
write  Danny  Blair,  Director  of  Admissions,  or  call  1-800-888-8266. 


SAMFORD  UNIVERSITY 

Birmingham,  Alabama  35229 


Samford  University  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Institution  and  welcomes  applications  for  employment  and  educational  programs  from  all  individuals 
regardless  of  race,  color,  sen.  handicap  or  national  or  ethnic  origin  Beeson  is  affiliated  with  the  National  Association  of  Evangelicals. 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Longing  for  restoration 

Lamentations  5:1-10,  19-22 


Have  you  ever  longed  to  go 
back  to  a  place  that  remains 
indelibly  etched  in  your  memo¬ 
ry?  A  place  where  everything 
was  right  with  the  world,  or  so  it 
seemed?  A  place  that  your  mind 
has  occasion  to  drift  off  to  when 
the  heat  of  living  goes  up?  Think 
of  that  place  for  a  moment  and 
then  imagine  that  the  reason  you 
can't  go  back  there  is  because 
God  has  judged  your  activity 
while  you  were  there. 

Jeremiah  is  crying  out  to  God 
("lamenting")  over  his  people 
being  dragged  off  into 
Babylonian  captivity.  Every  real¬ 
ly  precious  thing  they  owned 
was  deserted  or  destroyed  back 
in  Jerusalem  (5:1-2).  Their  hearts 
are  aching  from  the  thought  of 
being  without  that  which  was 


precious  to  them.  They 
had  lost  family,  proper¬ 
ty,  freedom,  and  eco¬ 
nomic  security.  Nothing 
felt  right  in  this  strange  Jim  ” 
place  in  a  foreign  land. 

You  know,  it's  alright  to  feel 
that  way  when  something  or 
someone  is  no  longer  available  to 
us.  It 's  not  a  sin  to  miss  some¬ 
thing  that  has  even  been  taken 
from  us  as  long  as  it  doesn't  lead 
to  further  sin.  To  long  for  some¬ 
thing  the  way  it  used  to  be  is  a 
common  longing.  To  desire  to 
reverse  the  clock  and  change  our 
circumstances  happens  to  us  all. 

Prior  to  this  plight,  God  had 
provided  every  possible  blessing 
to  his  people.  Now  they  had  to 
fend  for  it  all  (vv.  3-4).  They 
couldn't  even  rest  from  their 


labors  because  their 
oppressors  dogged  their 
every  step.  Not  even  food 
for  the  table  was  guaran¬ 
teed  in  this  place  of  cap¬ 
tivity  (vv.5-6).  The  picture 
of  God's  people  in  such  a 
desperate  straight  might 
cause  us  to  immediately  . 
pause  and  thank  God  for 
¥.  ....  his  blessings. 

Jim  Phillips  This  was  thejr  judge¬ 
ment  but  they  strongly  felt  it  was 
:o  feel  not  because  of  their  own  sin  (v.7). 
ng  or  They  were  having  to  suffer  the 
able  to  consequences  of  their  ancestor's 
some-  failings.  Their  ancestors  had  been 
taken  warned  countless  times  of  their 
't  lead  wages  of  their  wicked  ways,  now 
some-  the  time  had  come  to  pay  up.  To 
>e  is  a  imagine  that  our  personal  sins  go 
ire  to  no  further  than  our  own  lives  is 
2,e  our  one  of  those  tricks  which  Satan 
is  all.  sells  us.  To  think  that  all  sin  is 
d  had  done  in  a  vacuum  and  that  no 
essing  one  else  has  to  suffer  the  conse- 
lad  to  quences  just  isn't  often  true.  All 
They  sin  provides  an  atmosphere  for 
their  further  decline. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Empowered  witnessing 

Matthew  9:36-10:42 


The  Compassion  of  Jesus 
(9:36).  One  of  the  characteristics 
of  Jesus  that  the  Gospel  writers 
highlight  frequently  is  his  com- 

Eassion.  It  was  because  Jesus 
ad  genuine  compassion  on  oth¬ 
ers  that  his  ministry  affected  so 
many  people  so  effectively. 
When  the  Twelve  wanted  to  be 
rid  of  people  and  their  problems, 
Jesus  had  compassion  and  want¬ 
ed  to  solve  their  problems.  Jesus 
saw  the  crowds  and  naturally  felt 
sympathy  for  them.  Surely  in  his 
younger  days  Jesus  had  observed 
sheep  who  were  separated  from 
their  shepherd.  The  animals  nat¬ 
urally  would  become  nervous 
and  proved  to  be  easy  prey  to 
predators.  Jesus  felt  compassion 
for  people  who  seemed  to  have 
lost  their  way,  being  without 
strong  and  wise  leadership. 

The  Need  for  Harvesters 


(9:37-38).  Jesus  knew 
that  the  wayward  con¬ 
dition  of  the  people  _ 

needed  to  be  solved.  Ronald 
These  were  people  who 
were  separated  from  God  and 
who  needed  to  find  their  way. 
Jesus  knew  that  they  needed  help 
in  finding  their  way.  The  num¬ 
bers  of  the  people  were  great,  but 
helpers  were  in  short  supply. 
Jesus  urged  his  disciples  to  pray 
for  more  harvesters.  As  a  farmer 
who  has  a  crop  in  the  field  with 
bad  weather  approaching,  Jesus 
needed  help,  and  he  needed  it 
quickly.  He  knew  that  quick 
action  and  a  bigger  work  force 
would  rescue  these  people. 

The  Source  of  Power  (10:1- 
26).  Jesus  had  a  ready  source  of 
workers  at  his  disposal,  the 
Twelve.  He  had  called  these  fish¬ 
ers  of  men  to  be  with  him  and  to 


help  him  in  his  work.  He 
gave  them  authority  to 
cast  out  unclean  spirits 
and  to  heal  diseases.  He 
then  sent  them  out,  giv¬ 
ing  them  instructions. 
They  were  first  to  go  to 
Jews  only.  Later,  Jesus 
would  send  them  among 
the  Gentiles. 

TTT  The  disciples  weTe  to 

Bishop  hea]  the  sick  raise  the 

dead,  cleanse  lepers,  and  cast  out 
demons.  They  were  not  to  take 
any  pay  for  their  deeds.  Neither 
were  they  to  carry  with  them  the 
trappings  of  wealth.  They  were 
to  accept  gratefully  any  hospital¬ 
ity  extended  to  them.  They  were 
not  to  beg  people  to  embrace  the 
Gospel.  Instead,  if  anyone  reject¬ 
ed,  they  were  to  move  on  to  more 
accepting  people.  The  disciples 
also  would  face  dangers  in  their 
journeys.  They  were  to  take  care 
not  to  be  anxious  about  opposi¬ 
tion.  They  were  to  trust  in  God 
for  leadership. 

The  Courage  to  Witness 
Boldly  (10:27-33).  Knowing  that 
danger  accompanies  any  pursuit 


Life  and  Work 

A  sacred  trust 

Ex.  20;  Lev.  19;  Luke  10 


Human  life,  a  gift  from  God,  is 
a  sacred  trust  which  is  to  be  val¬ 
ued,  respected,  and  protected. 
One  .glimpse  of  news  coverage 
reveals  the  problems  which 
result  when  life  is  not  respected. 
The  rate  of  murders,  abortions, 
terrorism,  and  suicides  is  ever 
increasing.  God's  Word  gives 
clear  guidelines  for  affirming 
and  protecting  life. 

No  excuse  to  murder  (Ex. 
20:13).  God  forbids  murder  which 
is  the  unlawful  killing  of  a  human 
being  by  another.  The  Hebrew 
word,  rasah,  is  used  in  verse  13 
and  is  the  specific  Hebrew  word 
for  personal  murders  ranging 
from  manslaughter  to  premeditat¬ 
ed  murder.  However,  it  is  not  the 
word  used  for  killing  in  war  or 


|v-  I  ious  laws  to  the  people  of 

vvlxlv  I  Israel.  These  commands 

] I  were  f°r  the  benefit  of  the 
I  people.  Here  the  Mosiac 
■  Law  prohibits  acting  or 
jke  10  I  speaking  in  such  a  wav  as 

1  to  place  another's  life  in 
judicial  execution.  I  I  danger.  Gossip  and  slan- 

Genesis  9:1-6  gives  the  «■  der  can  put  another  per- 

guidelines  .God  estab-  son  f  life  in  danger.  God 

lished  related  to  killing  r  .  .  n  ,  say^tn  verse  2:  "Be  holy." 
for  food  and  for  capital  Cynt  13  Douglas  Holiness  involves  being 
punishment.  Numbers  35  clearly  separated  from  all  which  is  evil 


states  how  the  nation  of  Israel  was 
to  deal  with  murder.  The  Old 
Testament  recognized  the  reality 
of  war  and  does  not  forbid  killing 
in  war  (Deut.7:l-2;  16;  20:16-17). 

The  basic  purpose  of  this  com¬ 
mandment  is  to  set  forth  the  pre¬ 
cious  value  God  placed  on  each 
individual's  life.  God  created  man 
In  His  own  image,  thus,  each  per¬ 
son  is  of  great  value  to  God.  No 
one  is  to  take  the  life  of  another. 

No  entry  to  endanger  (Lev. 
19:16).  Leviticus  19  records  God 
directing  Moses  to  speak  His  var- 


and  attaining  to  do  all  that  is 
good.  Believers  should  strive  to 
be  like  God  by  respecting  every¬ 
one.  Believers  should  not  want 
to  do  anything  which  would 
result  in  harm  to  someone  else. 

No  room  to  harbor  anger 
(Lev.  19:17).  Another  command 
from  the  Mosiac  Law  is  to  not 
hate  your  brother  in  your  heart. 
Outward  actions  are  a  result  of 
what  is  in  the  mind  and  heart. 
Anger  erupts  when  we  feel 
something  has  been  said  or  done 
to  violate  a  relationship  or  to  vio- 


Can  God  speak  to  people  suf¬ 
fering  from  sin's  plight?  Can  he 
prompt  prayers  of  repentance 
and  remorse  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  restoration?  Indeed  he 
can  and  he  does!  No  immediate 
remedy  was  in  sight  for  their 
dilemma,  but  God  would  even- 
_  tualiy  bring  things  around  if  the 
people's  hearts  turned  back  to 
God.  God  doesn't  get  some 
Divine  glee  from  chastening  his 
people.  He  wanted  to  restore  and 
return  them  to  their  favored  sta¬ 
tus  and  place  but  not  until  desire 
for  his  direction  was  restored. 

Has  God  been  using  your  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  try  and  get  your 
attention?  Are  you  suffering  a 
loss  in  your  life  right  now  due  to 
your  own  choosing?  Has  God 
grown  seemingly  quiet  because 
you've  chosen  to  listen  to  other 
Voices  for  awhile? 

I  believe  that  God  desired  bet¬ 
ter  things  for  his  children  than 
they  were  currently  receiving. 
But  because  God  is  holy  and 
righteous,  unholiness  and 

can  affecf*  one's  effectiveness. 
Jesus  urged  his  disciples  to  wit¬ 
ness  boldly,  knowing  that  people 
have  no  control  over  one's  soul, 
only  the  body.  Jesus  reminded 
his  disciples  that  God  is  more 
concerned  for  his  people  than 
they  are  concerned  about  them¬ 
selves.  God  cares  for  the  birds  of 
the  air.  Surely  he  cares  for  human 
beings.  Even  when  it  seems  that 
one  is  facing  insurmountable 
opposition,  God  is  in  control. 
The  important  point  is  to  be 
faithful,  no  matter  what. 
Unfaithfulness  results  in  serious 
consequences. 

The  Demand  for  Total 
Commitment  (10:34-39).  Jesus 
demanded  that  his  followers  be 
loyal  to  him.  He  demanded  that 
they  place  him  first  among  their 
priorities.  Nothing  in  the  life  of 
the  Christian  should  take  prece¬ 
dence  over  God's  will,  esus  does 
not  desire  family  conflict  for  you. 
But  if  you  have  to  choose 
between  God's  will  and  what  a 
relative  or  friend  wants  you  to 
do,  the  choice  must  be  clear. 
God's  will  is  more  important. 

late  our  personal  rights.  The 
potential  for  anger  lurks  within 
us,  therefore,  believers  must  be 
on  guard.  Psalm  37:8  says: 
"Refrain  from  anger  and  turn 
from  wrath;  do  not  fret  -  it  leads 
only  to  evil."  God  understands 
our  emotions  but  we  must  guard 
against  anger.  Anger  has  the 
potential  to  lead  to  false  judg¬ 
ments  and  harmful  behavior. 

No  right  to  seek  revenge  (Lev. 
19:18a).  The  attitude  of  revenge 
can  lead  to  violence  against  oth¬ 
ers.  God  states  clearly  we  are  not 
to  seek  revenge  or  to  bear  a 
grudge.  When  adults  face  injus¬ 
tice,  stress,  and  failure  in  the 
American  justice  system,  one 
reaction  is  to  seek  personal 
revenge.  Revenge  is  not  a  choice 
for  Christians.  Because  of  the 
sanctity  of  life,  a  spirit  of  love  and 
forgiveness  must  prevail  in  a 
believer's  life.  God  is  a  God  of 
justice  and  ultimately  He  will 
render  a  just  verdict.  Vindication 
and  judgment  are  in  God's  hands. 


unrighteousness  by  those  who 
call  on  his  name  must  be  pun¬ 
ished.  While  Jeremiah  was 
lamenting  over  their  condition, 
God  was  looking  ahead  to  the 
time  when  he  could  bring  them 
back  to  the  place  of  blessing.  The 
right  place  to  long  for  first  is 
always  the  Presence  of  God 
(v.21).  Then  when  our  right  rela¬ 
tionship  is  restored  through  con¬ 
fession  and  repentance,  the 
memory  of  our  favorite  blessings 
and  provisions  can  come  once 
again.  Do  you  long  for  those 
uninterrupted  times  of  fellow¬ 
ship  with  the  Lord?  Take  the  time 
and  the  necessary  steps  that  are 
needed  through  the  scriptures 
and  in  fellowship  with  the  Lord 
and  those  places  in  your  mind 
will  be  restored  by  God's  unmis¬ 
takable  Presence.  Take  a  trip 
down  memory  lane  and  long  for 
those  better  days  of  walking  with 
the  Lord.  You  and  your  family 
can  go  there  together. 

Phillips  is  pastor,  North 
Greenwood  Church,  Greenwood. 

— — 

Anyone  who  places  family  ahead 
of  God  is  denying  God  his  right¬ 
ful  place  and  setting  a  bad  exam¬ 
ple  for  the  family.  God  expects 
his  people  to  totally  committed 
to  him.  Anything  less  is  unac¬ 
ceptable. 

Some  Christians  who  were 
trying  to  do  God's  will  came  face 
to  fact  with  insurmountable 
obstacles.  They  were  faced  with 
persecution  and  even  the  threat 
of  death.  Many  would  consider 
the  options  and  decide  to  live  at 
all  cost,  even  if  it  required  the 
denial  of  one's  faith.  Jesus'  mes¬ 
sage  to  them  was — "No  amount 
of  life  is  worth  the  denial  of  your 
faith.  Be  faithful  to  God,  even  if  it 
costs  your  life." 

Jesus  knew  that  he  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers  had  a  great  task  in  mak¬ 
ing  God's  love  known  to  all  the 
world.  To  reach  this  goal  requires 
the  compassion  of  Jesus,  many 
workers,  divine  power,  much 
courage,  and  total  commitment. 

Bishop  teaches  philosophy  and 
religion  at  jones  County  Junior 
College,  Ellisville. 


Love  your  neighbor  (Lev. 
19:18b;  Luke  10:29-37).  Because 
of  the  value  of  human  life  and 
God's  great  love  for  His  creation, 
we  are  to  love  our  neighbors. 
When  Jesus  was  asked,  "Who  is 
my  neighbor?".  He  gave  the  illus¬ 
tration  of  the  Good  Samaritan 
(Luke  10:33).  Neighbors  are  sim¬ 
ply  people  we  encounter  in  our 
everyday  routines  of  life/ 
Believers  express  God's  love  by 
acts  of  love  and  concern  for  oth¬ 
ers.  Whenever  our  lives  intersect 
with  hurting  people,  an  opportu¬ 
nity  for  ministry  exists. 

The  commandment  to  not  kill 
has  many  implications.  The  act 
of  murder  is  forbidden,  further, 
our  emotions  and  intent  are  to  be 
honoring  to  God.  People  should 
see  God's  love  in  all  of  our 
actions.  Believers  need  to  be  per¬ 
sonal  examples  of  God's  love  and 
care  for  all  mankind. 

Douglas  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Columbus. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Baptist  College  News 


Sheila  Avers,  ^HaaSKfilaB 
Kneece,  Elizabeth 
Johnsey;  back  row,  Karen 
Brown  and  Denise  Boxx.  Steve 
Carver,  musician  from 
Starkville,  is  pictured  in  the 
background. 


Women  on  Mission,  First 
Church,  Coffeeville 


Women  on  Mission  fall  conference,  sponsored  bv  the  Mississippi 
WMU  Department,  was  held  Sept.  20-21  at  Gulfshore  Assembly 
Women  attending  the  conference  from  Liberty  Church,  New  Albany 
(from  left,  front  row)  are  Christy  Davis,  Lisa  Wingo,  Kim  Chism! 
Cindy  Sappington;  (second  row)  Jennifer  Sappington,  Brenda 


Rena  Lara  Church,  Rena 
Lara,  will  celebrate  its  50th 
anniversary  on  Nov.  30  and 
Dec.  1.  Activities  on  Saturday 
will  include  breakfast,  8  a.m.; 
message  at  8:45  a.m.  by 
Leonard  Russell,  former  pastor; 
worship,  11  a.m.,  Artie  Nute, 
former  pastor;  noon  meal;  and 
1  p.m.  service.  Sunday  will 
include  Sunday  School,  9:45 
a.m.;  worship, 'll  a.m.,  Billy 
Beckett,  former  pastor;  noon 
meal;  and  worship  at  1:30  p.m., 
Bill  Choate,  former  pastor. 
Harold  Talley  is  pastor. 

The  Women's  Celebration 
Conference  was  held  at  Camp 


Armstrong  Williams,  radio 
talk-show  host,  will  be  the 

Seaker  for  the  Student 
jvernment  Association 
Forum  in  Nelson  Hall's  SWOR 
Auditorium  at  Mississippi 
College,  7:30-9  p.m.,  on  Nov.  M. 
Williams  is  presently  one  of  the 
nation's  most  visible  black  con¬ 
servatives.  He  promotes  the 
abolishment  of  welfare,  the 
restoration  of  morality  in  soci¬ 
ety,  and  the  end  of  affirmative 
action.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  925-3239. 


Studio  win  present  "The 
Christmas  Gift"  on  Nov.  21  and 
22  at  8:15  p.m.  in  Aven 
Auditorium.  This  four-scene 
opera  is  a  free  adaptation  of  the 
children's  story,  "Why  the 
Chimes  Rang,"  by  Raymond 
MacDonald  Alden.  For  ticket 
information,  call  (601)  925-3440. 

Mississippi  College  School 
William  Carey  College  of  Business  is  sponsoring  the 
Speech  and  Debate  Team  Fall  International  Business 
(Forensics)  recently  competed  in  Workshop  "International 
the  19%  Northeast  Louisiana  Business:  Where  do  I  begin?" 
State  University  Forensics  made  available  through  nmd- 
Toumament  in  Monroe,  La.  ing  from  a  Department  of 
Carey  placed  first  overall  in  the  Education  grant.  The  work- 
tournament,  in  individual  events  shop,  scheduled  for  Nov.  22,  8 
sweepstakes,  and  in  debate  a.m.-5  p.m.  in  Self  Hall  is  free 
sweepstakes.  Students  participat-  but  seating  is  limited.  For  regis- 
ing  were  John  Miller,  Columbia;  tration  or  additional  informa- 
Jon  Celoria,  Smithdale;  Leanne  tion,  call  Randall  Robbins  at 
Bennett,  Diamondhead;  Candace  (601)  925-3416  or  925-3214. 
Cochran,  Petal;  Jon  Watts, 

McComb;  Chris  Smith,  Petal;  Review  courses  for  the  ACT 
Rebecca  Dockens,  Gulfport;  test  Assessment  scheduled  for 
Jackie  Outley,  Hattiesburg;  Brian  Dec.  14  at  Mississippi  College 
Lucas,  Petal;  Roger  Lott,  are  being  offered  in  four  ses- 
Seminary;  Justin  Bunton,  sions.  The  sessions  include:  Test 
Loranger,  La.;  and  Shannon  Mechanics,  Npv.  16;  Grammar, 
Clark,  Tupelo.  Nov.  23;  Math,  Dec.  7;  and 


Hillcrest  Church,  Jackson, 

recently  held  its  RA 
Recognition  Service.  Receiving 
their  badges  for  the  year  were 
(back  row)  Jonathan  Reves,  Jay 
Taylor,  Brad  Dorman,  Kevin 
Epperson,  David  Carpenter; 
(front  row)  Will  Dorman  and 
Joey  Clack;  Garrett  Barber,  (not 
pictured).  The  leaders  are  John 
Reves  and  Rocky  Clack.  John  F. 
Taylor  is  pastor. 


East  McComb,  McComb: 

Nov.  17;  95th  anniversary;  Bible 
Study,  9:45  a.m.;  worship,  11 
a.m.;  Mike  Sutton,  Tvlertown, 
former  associate  pastor  in 
youth  and  outreach,  guest 
speaker;  Curtis  Brewer,  Odessa, 
Texas,  former  member  of  East 
McComb  Church,  music;  spe¬ 
cial  testimonies  bv  Howard 
Brister,  McComb,  and  Charle 
Case,  Simpson  Count)’,  retired 
pastor;  Ricky  Kennedy,  pastor. 

Eastabuchie,  Eastabuchie: 

Nov.  17;  Sunday  School,  9:45  am.; 
worship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish 
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Pro-life  position  fails  to  hurt  candidates 


Arson  fund  disbursement 
totaling  nearly  $700,000 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  BP  —  assist  in  the  rebuilding  of  the 
The  Southern  Baptist  burned  churches,  according  to 
Convention's  "Arson  Fund"  Jack  Wilkerson,  SBC  Executive 
has  distributed  a  total  of  nearTy  Committee  vice  president  of 
$700,000  following  the  October  business  and  finance, 
distribution  of  $35,948  to  17  The  November  distribution 
states  Nov.  5.  went  to:  Alabama  (8.5%), 

According  to  a  spokesperson  $3,055;  Arizona  (1.1),  $395; 
with  the  SBC  Executive  Arkansas  (7.5),  $2,696; 

Committee,  which  receives  California  (1.1),  $395;  Florida 
funds  from  churches  channeled  (3.2),'  $1,150;  Georgia  (2.1),  $754; 
primarily  through  state  con-  Louisiana  (9.5),  $3,415; 

ventions,  the  distribution  Nov.  Mississippi  (9.5),  $3,415; 

5  brings  the  total  to  $685,913  Missouri  (2.1),  $754;  North 
out  of  the  "Arson  Fund."  Carolina  (8.5),  $3,055; 

The  "Arson  Fund"  assists  Northwest  Oregon  (1.1), 

African  American  churches  vie-  Washington  (1.1),  $790;  Ohio 
timized  by  arsonists.  Like  the  (1.1),  $395;  Oklahoma  (1.1), 
four  earlier  distributions  on  $395;  South  Carolina  (18.1), 
July  3,  Aug.  2,  Sept.  5,  and  Oct.  $6,506;  Tennessee  (8.5),  $3,055; 
4,  the  November  distribution  is  Texas  (13.8),  $4,960;  and 

based  on  a  formula  developed  .Virginia  (2.1),  $754. 
bv  the  SBC  Inter-Agency  In  addition  to  the  monies. 
Council's  Racial  Reconciliation  Southern  Baptist  construction 


MC  Christian  service  alumni  officers 


Officers  for  the  Mississippi  College  (MC)  Christian  Service 
Alumni  are  (from  left)  David  Mitchell,  pastor,  Van  Winkle  Church, 
Jackson,  president-elect;  David  Prevost,  Minister  of  music,  Calvary 
Church,  Tupelo,  outgoing  president;  James  Francis,  Minister  of 
Music,  West  Heights  Church,  Pontotoc,  new  secretary;  Wiley 
Reid,  pastor  Friendship  Church,  Lincoln  Association,  incoming 
president;  Van  Quick,  MC  staff,  Clinton  (Photo  by  Carl  M.  White) 
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I  K'<r  \  1 

First  Church,  ackson 

Please  tell  me  wliat  the  com¬ 
mandment,  "Honor  thy  father 
and  thy  mother"  (Ex.  20:12), 
means  in  terms  of  a  parent-adult 
child  relationship.  I  am  an  only 
child  in  my  late  30's  with  two 
children  of  my  own.  I  am  a 
Christian  and  an  honors  gradu¬ 
ate  of  a  prestigious  university. 
My  parents  have  built  their 
U’holc  lives  around  me  and  don't 
think  1  can  function  without 
them.  They  try  to  run  my  life;  if  1 
do  not  follow  their  orders,  l  am 
doomed  to  certain  Hell  for  dis¬ 
obeying  that  commatvimenif 
God's  will  for  my.  life  is  what  I 
follow,  and  that  may  not  always 
be  by  parents'  will  for  me. 

The  verb,  "honor,"  means 
to  respect  or  glorify,  and  signi¬ 
fies  that  someone  is  a  priceless 
treasure.  We  normally  reserve 
that  action  for  someone  who 
occupies  an  important  posi¬ 
tion  in  our  lives. 

You  honor  your  parents 


TILSIFF  IDIWIA:  NAI 


when  you  remember  in 
thanksgiving  how  they  have 
enriched  your  life.  This  is  also 
accomplished  when  you  estab¬ 
lish  loving  boundaries 
between  them  and  you  that 
plainly  state,  "Stop!". 

Although  this  will  hurt 
somewhat,  it  is  necessary  for 
you  to  take  the  initiative  and 
make  it  stick,  because  parents  in 
your  situation  find  boundaries 
difficult  to  follow.  Affirm  them 
when  they  respond  properly; 
encouragement  and  affirmation 
cam  change  behavior.  Help  your 
parents  find  other  outlets  — 
church  is  a  wonderful  place 
filled  with  people  who  will  help 
them  through  the  grief  they 
may  feel  at  'losing"  you. 

A  word  to  parents  in  this 
situation:  Hear  the  yearnings 
of  this  adult  child  to  get  on 
with  her  life.  Allow  your  chil¬ 
dren  to  freely  grow  toward 
their  natural  Dents,  then  "let 
go  and  let  God." 


( 7ue:  W  etjuals  V 
Have  tun  with  <  ryptof’r.iphy  and 
exorcise  your  Itihle  knowledge.  A 
Kin#  I ami's  Version  Bible  verse 
has  iM'en  em  oded  by  letter  substi¬ 
tution.  The  same  letter  is  substitut- 
<■</  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
wtek  s  puzzle  fohn  Four  Twenty- 
Three 


Health  Fair 


Debra  Gunn,  of  lackson,  a  student  nurse  at  Mississippi  College 
(MC),  administers  a  blood  sugar  test  to  a  participant  at  the  Health 
Screening  Clinic  sponsored  by  MC  and  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center  during  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  (Photo 
by  Carl  M.  White) 


Send  your- counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box  530, 
ckson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  he  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri- 
s,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Baptist  Record 
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